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CHARACTERS

PETER 35, handsome and charming
CAROL 30, his pretty wife
STEVE 35, a pushover

DELIVERY BOY/GIRL

POLICE OFFICER O
SOUND EF@
Doorbell

P x
Glass of water

Briefcase

VICKY 30, his loud and abrasive wife
MARTHA 60, Carol’'s assertive motherQ

Newspaper
2 large graveston
Jewelry bo

Weddino



COSTUMES
PETER: professional office attire
CAROL: attractive button-up, khaki pants
STEVE: torn jeans, stained shirt, baseball cap
VICKY: padded stomach, maternity dress
MARTHA: old fashioned dress, orthopedic shoes Q

DELIVERY BOY/GIRL: FedEx style uniform

POLICE OFFICER: police uniform O

SETTI
Peter and Carol's simple living room. It is t little room, with all the

furnishings of a modern married le. They are by no means rich, but
Carol manages to create a cute a%porary atmosphere.

With This Ring was first
January 18, 2001 in Hors
with the following cast:

esente Hatboro-Horsham high school on
P was directed by Zachary Vosseler

PETER: Jason Held
CAROL: Brittany Kirkpatric
VICKY: Jessica B
STEVE: Josh F
MARTHA: i

Palmer
. Jennifer Hallman

This produ
awards for
Supporting Actor (Josh Faden).

For my mother,
who says I'm an artist...even when | color out of the lines.
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WITH THIS RING

by
Bradley Hayward

AT RISE: PETER tidies up the room. HE is a handsome man with
undeniable charm.

PETER: Carol, dear. Could you come in here for a moment?

CAROL: (0.S.) One second, darling.
PETER: What are you doing in there?
CAROL: (O.S.) Nothing, dear.
PETER: Then why can't | come into the bedroo
CAROL: (0.S.) You'll see later, sweetheart.

PETER: Alright.

(CAROL enters from the bedroom. SHE is pretty and almost always
cheerful.)

CAROL: It's a surprise.
PETER: | won't go in there. | pro
CAROL: You needed somethi

PETER: Yes. | have a headac @ ou won't let me into the bathroom
to get some aspirin.

CAROL: ['ll get one for you.

PETER: Thank you

CAROL: No problem. (exits) Why do you have a headache?

PETER: I'm not sure, rea uess I've been busier than usual.

CAROL: (enters with a glass of water) Peter, dear, we seem to be out
of aspirin. B 's a glass of water. I'm going into town to get my

dress from t ers, so I'll pick up more pills then.

PETER's forehead. PETER looks at CAROL for a
ein his eyes.)

PETER: You know what?

CAROL: What?

PETER: | love you just as much today as the day | married you.
CAROL: Ilove you more. Can you believe it was ten years ago?
PETER: Where does the time go?

CAROL: Who knows. But it's been a great ten years, hasn't it?
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PETER: It certainly has. | can't think of any other couple this happy after
that long.

CAROL: Happy anniversary, sweetheart.

PETER: Happy anniversary.

(They kiss.)

CAROL: Well, as much as | want to, we can't smooch all d | have to
get to my special surprise in the bedroom.
PETER: You don't have another man in there, do can ‘out-kiss

him any day!

CAROL: Yes, you can!

PETER: Excuse me?

CAROL: Just kidding.

PETER: It won't be long, will it? | have r ati e Hilton for eight
o'clock.

CAROL: Not long at all.

PETER: Good. What time is it now?

CAROL: It's only noon. We have plenty o

PETER: Okay, you run along int bedroom. And if the doorbell rings,
just stay in there.

CAROL: Alright.
PETER: | love you.
CAROL: Right back at y

(They kiss.)

PETER: Remember, no ing!
CAROL: I won't. (exits)

HE has left, then takes out a newspaper from
it, looks at an ad) She's gonna love it! | know

(PETER answers the door. It's STEVE and VICKY, a constantly
bickering couple. VICKI is visibly pregnant and screeches every
word, while PETER obeys her every command.)

PETER: (deflated) Oh, it's just you.
VICKY: (to STEVE) I told you, we shouldn't have come over. They'll be
busy, | said. They'll be having a romantic day, | said. They won't
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want visitors, | said. But, oh no, you had to come over and wish them
a happy anniversary. You didn't even wish me a happy anniversary,
Steve. We've been married ten years and you've never wished me a
happy anniversary. Why don't you just come over here and marry
Peter and Carol? You obviously like them more than you do me!
STEVE: (ignoring VICKY) Hello, Peter.
PETER: Hi, Steve. Hi, Vicky.
VICKY: We'll be going. | told him you didn't want us to come
PETER: Oh no, it's fine. Come in if you'd like. I'm s
upset. I've just been expecting something to arrive

person? What? What are you expecting?

STEVE: Vicky, be quiet! That's none of your busi

VICKY: It is my business. I'm Carol's best
what's coming in and out of this ho
the dark. Like you, Steve.

PETER: Carol's in the bedroom. She'
sure you can go in there.

VICKY: Oh, good! I will. I'm sure she'll e what's going on! Men
have no idea how to commungieate. Steve, don't be rude! Take off
your hat!..I'l be out in a e....Steve, | said take off your
hat!...Carol, I'm here! (exits room)

STEVE: Thank you, Peter.

PETER: For what?

STEVE: The aspirin. Its re

PETER: (snaps his
her?

STEVE: She always ge is way when she's pregnant. One minute
she's crying over the cookies she burned and the next she's yelling

3 them. | don't know whether I'm coming or going.
nd how a baby can possibly have such an effect

deserve to know
erve to be left in

usy withjsome surprise, but I'm

elping out lately.
's where it went! So what's gotten into

ona
are tricky business. Take my advice and never have
arol. They destroy your marriage.
: 2 now, Steve. You know how happy Carol and | are.
STEVE: And know how happy Vicky and | were. (PETER nods) But
the second you put a bun in the oven, she'll put you on the back
burner. And there you will sit...for the rest of your life...simmering
away. Not getting hotter...not getting cooler...just sitting there.
PETER: Steve, this is our big day.
STEVE: Why? What did we do?
PETER: Not you and me. Carol and me. Let's not ruin it.
STEVE: I'm sorry. The only time | get to boil is when I'm out of that
house.
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PETER: 1 just want this to be a special day.

STEVE: So, you got any big plans for tonight?

PETER: (excited) Have | got big plans? I'll tell you what I've got
planned!

STEVE: What? What?

PETER: I'm taking Carol to the Hilton for a candle light dlnner she'll
never forget. And then we're going to spend a ht in the
honeymoon suite!

STEVE: Does she know?

PETER: Well, she knows about dinner and the roo
know is that I've bought her something she's beg

STEVE: There's more?

PETER: Much more!

STEVE: What?

PETER: I finally bought her an engage in

STEVE: But you're already married.

PETER: Think romantically, Steve.

STEVE: |don't know how.

PETER: Yeah, | know.

STEVE: Vicky told you?
PETER: She put it in your Christ ard. Anyway, when | proposed, |

didn't have enough money a ring. After a few years, she
stopped hounding me for ¢ this year, business being the way
it is, | decided to buy diamend she's always wanted.
STEVE: Peter, you've real done yourself.
PETER: There's mo,
STEVE: More?
PETER: She's always me to wear my wedding band so other
women will know I'm takeén. But the darn thing always turns my skin

green.

STEVE: Green

PETER: married, she insisted we both have wedding
bands rse | was broke, so | bought her a silver ring like she
w ed but didn't have enough money left over to get myself one.
So minglout of one of those machines at the mall.

STEVE: Yougwedding band is fake?

PETER: Yes. (STEVE laughs.) Hey, it came with gum. Of course she
has no idea it's fake. The rings mean a lot to her. But this year, I've
finally made up for it. Not only did | get her a new ring, but I'm getting
one to match. His and hers wedding bands. The ad promises that the
stones are the highest quality at the lowest cost. I'm even having
"his" and "hers" engraved into the inside of the bands. Isn't that
wonderful? "His" and "hers"! She'll love it!

STEVE: How could you afford all that? Business hasn't been that good.
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PETER: | found a great deal in last week's newspaper.

STEVE: Really?

PETER: Yep. Here, I'll show you.

STEVE: You should have told me you were planning this. | have an
uncle in the gem stone business.

PETER: You seem to have an uncle in every business. | think I'll stick to
the paper. | know it's legal. (hands STEVE the paper) KKgok! Sounds
great, huh?

STEVE: Let me see. (reads) My goodness. I've neve
cheap. Are you sure this is on the up and up?
stones are real? After ten years, | think she desel

PETER: You don't think this looks legit?

STEVE: Well, what did the stones look like? Of
are easy to spot.

PETER: Look like? | haven't seen the
They're being delivered any minute,

STEVE: You haven't seen them yet?

PETER: Was that stupid of me? Oh de

STEVE: Don't get upset just yet. I'm sure real.

PETER: The guy on the phon nded really nice. | don't think he'd
take advantage of me. AlthoEMa 900 number.

STEVE: Don't worry. Carol is g@ingyto it.

PETER: | hope so. But don't t

STEVE: Why would | do 7 @

PETER: And don't tell Vicky®

STEVE: Don't wor She hasn't paid attention to me for
years.

PETER: Okay. It's just t is is that biggest surprise I've ever tried to
pull off and | don't want it fuined at the last minute.

STEVE: My lips led.

ake diamonds

T at I'm waiting for.

(VICKY and er.)

I'l just saw what Carol is making you! | don't think

there afnce you can get her anything better. Steve, why can't

sweet?! You've made nothing for me but problems! Well,
maybe a few babies, but that's all! What happened to the sweet guy |
married? Oh, that's rightt He abandoned me after the
honeymoon....Carol, he's going to love it! You're so crafty! Unlike
some people | know!...Steve, you didn't take off your hat! What good
are you to me? You're my husband and you won't even listen to me!
| bet Peter listens to everything Carol says. Why did | even marry
you? We're going.

STEVE: Good-bye, Peter.
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PETER: Good-bye, Steve.

VICKY: Congratulations, you guys! I'm so happy for you! Carol, if you
need any help with his present, you know where you can find me!
Right next door!

CAROL: Thank you.

(VICKI pulls off STEVE's hat and hits him with it.)
VICKY: | told you to take off your hat!
(VICKY and STEVE exit.)
PETER: Wow.

CAROL: Promise me we'll never get like that.

PETER: | promise.

CAROL: Good. So, what are you doingfout her

PETER: Nothing. What are you doing in there?
CAROL: Nothing.

(The doorbell rings.)

PETER: Now get lost!
CAROL: Okay, okay! This mus

lips are sealed! | just think it's so special how
ctually, 1 was wondering if you'd help Steve in

sure to give him some pointers.

ant a new ring. The only rock Steve ever gave me is

is head. So how big is the stone? Pretty big, I'm

guessing. You wouldn't let Carol down. Do you think it's alright if |
bother her again?

PETER: Um, no. She's still in the bedroom.

VICKY: | forgot to ask if she could watch the kids tomorrow.

PETER: Just don't tell her about the ring.

VICKY: Oh, I won't! You know me! (exits)

PETER: (to himself) Yes, | know you.
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(The doorbell rings.)
PETER: Finally!
(HE opens the door and STEVE is there, wearing his shredded hat.)

STEVE: I'm sorry. | had to tell her. She wouldn't quit hittingyme with my
hat.

PETER: | knew | shouldn't have said anything. She's i ight now
with Carol. | just know she's blabbing all about th

STEVE: I'm so sorry.

PETER: Well, it's not your fault. |1 guess she'll sti But | really

wanted it to be a surprise.
STEVE: Maybe she won't tell her.

(They both burst into laughter.)

PETER: That's a good one!
STEVE: Maybe she won't tell her....

(VICKY and CAROL enter.) \

VICKY: Thank you, Carol. Thi @ elps out a lot. You taking the kids
and all.

CAROL: Who's watching t

VICKY: Your mothe

CAROL: Mother? Sh

VICKY: It was a last min

her.
PETER: Good. to keep her busy so she isn't over here.
CAROL: ou not to talk about Mother that way.

PETER:£I'm sOfhy. just that she hates me for no reason at all. | don't
smi@ke. | don'tdrink. | don't even leave the toilet seat up.

STEVE: So I've heard.

CAROL: She doesn't hate you.

PETER: Oh no? For Christmas she bought me a ticket to South
America. A one way ticket!

CAROL: You take her entirely the wrong way.

PETER: The wrong way? She tried to send me to Brazil. | said I'd bring
back some coffee and she just laughed. Said | wouldn't be coming
back. How can | take that the wrong way?
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CAROL: She's my mother and | love her. | know she's a bit hard to get
along with, but... (starts to cry) I've tried to tell her what a good
husband you are.

PETER: Carol, | know. Don't cry. | know you love your mother. And I'm
sure she's very nice when she's not exporting me. (CAROL wails)
Oh, dear. This is our anniversary. You shouldn't be crying.

CAROL: I'm sorry...

PETER: Listen. You go into the bedroom and relax.

CAROL: | can finish the surprise | have for you.

PETER: That sounds like a great idea.

CAROL: I'll see you later, Vicky. Good-bye, Steve.

PETER: You just go right on in and relax. (CA its. PETER
makes sure SHE's gone.) Vicky! Did you t b he ring?

VICKY: Why would | do that? It's a surprise.

STEVE: You didn't tell her?

VICKY: I'm not going to tell someone

STEVE: Oh sure! You can keep Peter
telling everyone about my kidney in

VICKY: Well, that! | had to explain.

STEVE: Explain what?
VICKY: You were walking around ing your crotch.
STEVE: That's because you ki me.

VICKY: | was mad! Well, do @ Peter. Steve does have a kidney
infection. | wasn't lyi

PETER: Thank goodness.

STEVE: Vicky, I'm
anniversary.

VICKY: Yes, I'm sure the

PETER: Good-bye, Vicky.

t you have no problem

econd there, | thought he was healthy.
Carol would like to get on with their

. We'll be going.

VICKY: Happy sary!
PETER: Good | e.
STEVE

that hat!
PETER: Now where are the rings? They should have been here a long
time ago. (dials the telephone) | mean, when you pay good money
for something, they should at least be on time. (into the receiver)
Hello?...This is Peter Harris...| have an order that was to be delivered
over an hour ago and it still hasn't arrived...Yes, that's the one...Yes,
two of them...The biggest stones you've got!...Yes, it was a lot of
money...But my wife will be so happy...I'm going to give it to her
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tonight...She wants it alright...No, there won't be a struggle...Trust
me, she's been waiting for this day for years. So have I...They're on
their way, you say?...0h, good!...Good-bye, then. (hangs up the
phone)

CAROL: (enters) Who are you talking to?

PETER: Nobody. | was on the phone.

CAROL: With who?

PETER: You'll see.

CAROL: | certainly hope you haven't anything extravag ed. The

hotel room alone must be costing you a fortune.
PETER: Never you mind the price. You'll love it.
CAROL: I'm sure | will.
(The doorbell rings.) O
PETER: Now get lost!

(CAROL partially exits.)

PETER: | mean it! Get in there a hut the door!

CAROL: Oh, alright. I'm just so e !

(CAROL exits. PETER opens oor. MARTHA enters. SHE's a
mother-in-law with a 3 SHE's dressed in out-dated

PETER: Carol,
MARTHA; i

pe around to supervise the goings on in this house.
pout it. What are you doing here this time?
told me that you've smartened up and bought my

PETER: She told you?

MARTHA: Of course she told me. So | figured I'd come over and make
sure that my daughter is treated right. Diamond?

PETER: Of course, diamond!

MARTHA: A diamond cluster, | suppose. You'd never spring for a real
stone, now would you?

PETER: Carol! It's your mother!

CAROL: (O.S.) I'm coming!
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PETER: [I'll have you know that | spent a great deal of money on her
ring.

MARTHA: Not the childrens' college money, | hope.

PETER: Is there any pleasing you? We don't even have children.

MARTHA: Yet. You will. Unless you're defective down there.

PETER: We don't know if we're even going to have children.

MARTHA: Have you been brain washing my daughter? She, was raised
to be a mother! And if you can't provide that for her, I'll findhher a new
husband. | want to be a grandmother. A sweet, old

kisses her grandchildren good- night. If you ¢
cannot be held responsible for my actions!

PETER: Fine. Just don't tell her about the ring.

CAROL: (enters) Mother, what are you doing h

MARTHA: No reason. | just thought I'd drop |n

CAROL: Vicky said you were looking
was that?

MARTHA: Dreadful. My old bones can't tolerateé it. They're so hard to
handle.

CAROL: Vicky's kids are little angels.

MARTHA: | was talking abou ve and Vicky. Vicky never stops
yapping and Steve...well, he'%t husband in the world. (looks
at PETER) The second . least he bought Vicky an
engagement ring...When t % engaged!

is morning. How

come to your senses. Leave Peter and come home

y new gardener has a lovely set of...what do you call

them? Buns'

CAROL: Mother! | love Peter and if you can't accept that, | can't make
you. But let me live my life the way | want to!

MARTHA: | never raised you to be saucy. Peter is having negative
effects on all aspects of your behavior.

CAROL: I've always been saucy, Mother. I'll have you know that I've lied
to you many times.
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MARTHA: I'm not hearing this. (puts her hands over her ears) La-la-la-
la-la...

CAROL: Remember when Peter would come over to do homework in
high school? We were working hard, but not at algebra.

MARTHA: I'm not hearing this...

CAROL: And our trip to debate camp...there was no debate camp!

MARTHA: Be quiet! Alright...so you lied to me...I can get
why did you marry this oaf?

CAROL: When will you realize that Peter is the sweet ve ever
met? He's kind, gentle and very loving. He trea
and respect. He makes me feel special. | lov

loves me.
MARTHA: And I love you, Carol. But it took me rs of raising
you to prove my love. What has Peter done it? Nothing!
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