TOE TAG: JOHN DOE
By Gary Ray Stapp

Copyright © 2016 by Gary Ray Stapp, All rights reserved.
ISBN: 978-1-60003-880-8

Caution: Professionals and amateurs are hereby warned that this Work is subject to a
royalty. This Work is fully protected under the copyright laws of the United States of
America and all countries with which the United States has reciprocal copyright relations,
whether through bilateral or multilateral treaties or otherwise, and including, but not
limited to, all countries covered by the Pan-American Copyright Convention, the
Universal Copyright Convention and the Berne Convention.

Reservation of Rights: All rights to this Work are strictly reserved, including professional
and amateur stage performance rights. Also reserved are: motion picture, recitation,
lecturing, public reading, radio broadcasting, television, video or sound recording, all
forms of mechanical or electronic reproduction, information and storage retrieval systems
and photocopying, and the rights of translation.

Modifications: There shall be no deletions, alterations, or changes of any kind made to
this Work or title of this Work, unless directly authorized by the publisher or otherwise
allowed in the Work’s “Production Notes.” This includes changing of character gender,
cutting or adding of dialogue, or alteration of language.

Royalties: All amateur and stock performance rights to this Work are controlled
exclusively by Brooklyn Publishers, LLC. No amateur or stock production groups or
individuals may perform this play without securing license and royalty arrangements in
advance from Brooklyn Publishers, LLC. Royalty fees are subject to change without
notice and will be set based upon your application in accordance with your producing
circumstances. Royalty of the required amount must be paid, whether the play is presented
for charity or profit and whether or not admission is charged. Any licensing requests and
questions concerning rights should be addressed to Brooklyn Publishers, LLC.

Credits: All groups or individuals receiving permission to produce this play must give the
author(s) credit in any and all advertisement and publicity relating to the production of this
play. The author’s billing must appear directly below the title on a separate line where no
other written matter appears. The name of the author(s) must be at least 50% as large as
the title of the play. No person or entity may receive larger or more prominent credit than
that which is given to the author(s). Whenever this play is produced, all programs,
advertisements, flyers or other printed material must include the following notice:
Produced by special arrangement with Brooklyn Publishers, LLC.

Reproduction: Any unauthorized copying of this Work or excerpts from this Work is
strictly forbidden by law. No part of this Work may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted in any form, by any means now known or yet to be invented,
including photocopying or scanning, without prior permission from Brooklyn Publishers,
LLC.



2 TOE TAG: JOHN DOE

TOE TAG: JOHN DOE
A Ten Minute Comedy Duet

By Gary Ray Stapp

SYNOPSIS: A pair of high school friends prove that enrollment in college
can be drop-dead funny when they find themselves alone in a room with a
misplaced corpse. Initially mortified, they quickly turn thew fear into
curiosity as they contemplate death, tests, and internet st m With their
misfortunate roommate, John Doe.

CAST OF CHARACTERS
(2 females)

PAIGE (f).ccvieoieiieiiciecieceeece e e, ighty school senior, mostly
intelligent. (73 lines)
MACITE (£)eeveeeieeiiieeieecieeeie e s igh school senior, almost

Negally blonde. (73 lines)
PROD, OTES

The play is written to be

on a bare stage, without props or
furniture. John Doe ined by the actors as being downstage of
owever, the play may also be performed with
furniture, and/or with the addition of a third

actor playing the eaking role of John Doe.

their center stage posit
the use of a set complete w

SCENE:; missions building, Room 215-B.

t, early morning.

SETTING

A modestly appointed office on the second floor of a university admissions
building complete with standard furnishings but with one exception: a
gurney upon which lies a shrouded body with bare feet exposed and one toe
tied with a morgue 1.D. tag.
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AT RISE: PAIGE and MACIE are as still as statues, staring with
disbelief at the shrouded figure. They hold their breath for a beat.

PAIGE: OMG! Macie, do you see what | see?

MACIE: Maybe. What do you see, Paige?

PAIGE: | see a body lying on a cart thingy with a ... with a toe tag.

MACIE: Uh-huh, it looks like a body. It has two feet, anyway. But
you know, there could be anything underneath that she

PAIGE: Don't be like hashtag stupid! It couldn’t be a i cepta
body because of the two feet.

MACIE: You're just making an assumption.

PAIGE: An assumption?!

MACIE: Uh-huh, you know that’s when you’r, @ es , but you
don’t really know.

PAIGE: Macie, | know what an assumption isl@And I'm not guessing!
It's a body!

MACIE: And you know what they say u assume something.

It makes an—

PAIGE: It makes a Macie, that’wakes.

MACIE: Hmmm....that's not d it. So, Paige, why would
somebody leave a body i @ e here on the second floor of the

college admissions
PAIGE: Like how s

Takes a tentative step“ferward, after a beat, MACIE mimics her
singular step.

ess she’s an Amazon woman. They have big feet.

PAIGE: You should know. Besides, look— (Points.) | can see hair
on those toes. Gross!

MACIE: Those are a guy’s feet alright. My brother, Joey, he has hair
on his toes and he’s only twelve.

PAIGE: Hashtag ICK!
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Rolls her eyes, then grabs MACIE by the arm and pulls her to her
side.

Macie, see that toe tag?

MACIE: You mean that tag that’s tied around his big toe?

PAIGE: Do you see anything else that could be a toe tag? Now, go
see what it says.

MACIE: What it says?

PAIGE: Yes, go read it.

MACIE: | don’t think so.

PAIGE gives MACIE a shove.

PAIGE: Read it, you big scaredy cat!
MACIE: (Stumbling forward.) What

PAIGE: No kidding? It's not going to egian. The writing is

going to be in English, don’t worry.
MACIE: Are you sure? &
PAIGE: No, I'm not sure. Bu e a American university. | think
we can assume the writin @ in English.
blisiness again. Paige, we can’t

MACIE: There’s that
assume anythin
ike just walk down that long hallway and
t suddenly put us in Lillehammer or

PAIGE: Macie, w
enter into a room

Barcelona!
MACIE: Who's ammer? | don’t think | know her, do 1?
PAIGE: Justr ame on the toe tag!
MACIE ' ght! (Stretches her arm as far as she can reach

tag.) It's too far away, | can’t read it.

PAIGE shoves MACIE closer.

PAIGE: Can you read it now?

MACIE: | feel like I'm in a lunch line. (Takes a step back.) I'm not
getting any closer. You read it.

PAIGE: Fine. (Takes a hesitant step forward, lifts the tag reads and
quickly steps back.)
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MACIE: What’s it say, Paige?

PAIGE: John Doe.

MACIE: That does sound English. | wonder how you’d say John Doe
in Spanish?

PAIGE: John Doe ... | can’t even! Oh, | wonder who he is?

MACIE: (Looks at PAIGE quizzically.) You wonder who he is? He's
John Doe. Didn’t you just say his name was John Doe? | know
you were talking. Weren’t you listening?

PAIGE: Macie, sometimes you are so hashtag whate

MACIE: Say, | just realized something. | have hear, im before!

PAIGE: Uh-huh. He took you to prom last year.

MACIE: He did?

PAIGE: This is just like way too twisted! (Lo
they sent us to the wrong room? W.
in a room with a corpse?

MACIE: What's a corpse?

PAIGE: He is!

MACIE: Oh.

PAIGE: What room number d|d send us to?

MACIE: Two-Fifteen B.

PAIGE: s that like where we

MACIE: Uh-huh. As d”down the hall, | looked at the
numbers on the rs an pped when | got to two-fifteen B.
PAIGE: That's right: ollowed you in here.

MACIE: Correct.
PAIGE: Then we must be in the wrong room. Macie, go check the

PAIGE Donit be like an imbecile, MaC|e. People don t add letters to
room numbers just because they left a body inside.

MACIE: | wish, instead, they would have sent us to room two-fifteen
N.

PAIGE: N? Why would you want a room two- fifteen N?

MACIE: Because maybe that room would be a room with nobody.
Get it? No body!
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Thank you for reading this free excerpt from TOE TAG: JOHN DOE by
GARY RAY STAPP. For performance rights and/or a complete copy of the
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