THEY'RE REWRITING MY LIFE
By Jerry Rabushka

Copyright © 2015 by Jerry Rabushka, All rights reserved.
ISBN: 978-1-60003-824-2

CAUTION: Professionals and amateurs are hereby warned that this Work is subject to a
royalty. This Work is fully protected under the copyright laws of the United States of
America and al countries with which the United States has reciprocal copyright relations,
whether through bilateral or multilateral treaties or otherwise, and including, but not limited
to, all countries covered by the Pan-American Copyright Convention, the Universa
Copyright Convention and the Berne Convention.

RIGHTSRESERVED: All rightsto thisWork are strictly reserved, including professional
and amateur stage performance rights. Also reserved are: motion picture, recitation,
lecturing, public reading, radio broadcasting, television, video or sound recording, al forms
of mechanical or electronic reproduction, such as CD-ROM, CD-I, DVD, information and
storage retrieval systems and photocopying, and the rights of translation into non-English
languages.

PERFORMANCE RIGHTS AND ROYALTY PAYMENTS: All amateur and stock
performance rights to this Work are controlled exclusively by Brooklyn Publishers, LLC.
No amateur or stock production groups or individuals may perform this play without
securing license and roydty arrangements in advance from Brooklyn Publishers, LLC.
Questions concerning other rights should be addressed to Brooklyn Publishers, LLC.
Royalty fees are subject to change without notice. Professional and stock fees will be set
upon application in accordance with your producing circumstances. Any licensing requests
and inquiries relating to amateur and stock (professional) performance rights should be
addressed to Brooklyn Publishers, LLC.

Royalty of the required amount must be paid, whether the play is presented for charity or
profit and whether or not admission is charged.

AUTHOR CREDIT: All groups or individuals receiving permission to produce this play
must give the author(s) credit in any and all advertisement and publicity relating to the
production of this play. The author’s billing must appear directly below the title on a
separate line where no other written matter appears. The name of the author(s) must be at
least 50% as large as the title of the play. No person or entity may receive larger or more
prominent credit than that which is given to the author(s).

PUBLISHER CREDIT: Whenever this play is produced, all programs, advertisements,
flyers or other printed material must include the following notice:

Produced by special arrangement with Brooklyn Publishers, LLC

COPYING: Any unauthorized copying of this Work or excerpts from this Work is strictly
forbidden by law. No part of this Work may be reproduced, stored in aretrieval system, or
transmitted in any form, by any means now known or yet to be invented, including
photocopying or scanning, without prior permission from Brooklyn Publishers, LLC.

PUBLISHED BY BROOKLYN PUBLISHERS
1-888-473-8521



2 THEY RE REWRITING MY LIFE

THEY'RE REWRITING MY LIFE

A Ten Minute Dramatic Monologue

By Jerry Rabushka

SYNOPSIS: If you're afictiona character, you pretty much live the same
story over and over. But what happens when the author tries to rewrite it?
What if he “writes out” your girlfriend or takes away someimp
your life on the grounds that they’ re no longer relevant to your story? On the

Tom Douglas was the protagonis irst novel. | took alook at it not long
ago and noticed that alot e
takes the point of view of the ¥, wondering what’ s going to happen to
him and the people lifeis suddenly changed.

O
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TOM: My name is Tom, and in the mind of the author I'm a fictional
character. | live in California. Burbank...Los Angeles...somewhere
there up on a mountain. I’'m the main character in a book Jerry wrote
when he was 17. (Explaining.) Jerry the writer of this monologue. |
don’t know if he knows, | know what he’s planning. Seventeen is
how old | am, in Los Angeles, in 1978. That's when the book ended,
and after that, no one knows what happened to me. Jerry wants to

mother’s going to have a name; the author
for her last time. You'll be the first to W
You wouldn’t think it would have bgen so h

G
% emary Douglas.

“Tom, you don’t want to be late ister's funeral!” Oh, |
remember her saying that. |t's,amazing the things you remember
your mother saying even this years later. | did want to be late.
| wanted to miss the whole thing ster lived for five sickly years
and all the money in the @ nd we had all the money in the
world—all that mone d ve her. My dad was a bigot, so |
can’t repeat most of wh said, and about who. “Those girls,
they’re all like or “you know what the problem is with the
British,” or...well we itish, so he never really said that.

| had a girlfii
outs. Butit’s
be allowed up in first class. He would never have
slet, and that made the whole movie bogus. Best

Kathy was working class and | met her in public school.



4 THEY RE REWRITING MY LIFE

But, Jerry says | can’t go to public school, because I'm too rich. “You
weren’t born into all this money to run around with those people!” |
can hear my father saying that. I'll have to meet Kathy some other
way. Or | won't meet her at all. That's the thing about being
rewritten. I've had these same experiences since 1978. Same
fights, same struggles, same happiness, and now I'm not sure if
everything I've grown used to will stay with me. Kathy wasn’t happy
with me at the end. She said | got distracted.

There are several characters speaking for the ne lines,Ymake

sure to make them distinct!
(As Kathy.) “You haven’t called me in two @
“Don’t start the conversation with al argument!
(As Kathy.) “If this is how it’s going
“I don’t know how it's going tWy. You better talk to me now,
because next time around not be any Kathy.”
(As Kathy, talking to “What’s going to happen to me,

Mr. Author? I've been To irlfriend for decades! You can’t write
me into oblivion e sake of a few royalties and a plot line!”

(As the author, larger than life, perhaps “looking down” on the

characters ve.) “Oh yes | can, Kathy, and | will! | can’t be
sympatheti expense of the storyline. Perhaps we’ll just
do 0 occasional nuisance.”

“Th ake Dad happy. Wouldn't it dad?”

(As dad, disapproving.) “I never liked her.”

“I know you didn’t, dad.”
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(As dad.) “I never never ever ever liked her. | didn’t want her in the
front door. Not even in the back door, and especially not in the shed.
| just didn’t want her in your life.” (Speaking to the audience, vs.
Tom.) And now, in a rewrite, I'm going to lobby to get Kathy ripped
out of the story. | want Tom to date someone successful. Someone
who can make Tom happy since he can’t seem to do it on his own.
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