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CHARACTERS
(19 ROLES - 1 Male, 1 Female, 17 Either.
10 actors possible with doubling. Extras possible.)

JAY / JANIE TENNANT (M/F) A student who turns into a skunk.

ASHLEY MILLER (M/F) A student on whom J
crush; eats constantly:

has a

CRAIG / CHRISTIE MINTZ (M/F) Jay’s classmate,

DEAN / DEDE JENSEN (M/F)
MR. TENNANT (M)

MRS. TENNANT (F)

MR. / MRS. FOX (M/F)

JONAH / JO BETH (M/F) A student.

KRIS (M/F) A'student.

ROBIN (M/F) OA student.

RABBIT (M/F) A rabbit with allergies.

GENERAL EISENFOUL M/F) A skunk, leader of the Skunk
Commandos.

FLORAL EISEN (M/F) General Eisenfouler’'s daughter; a
very young skunk.

ROCKY, A Skunk Commando.

SPRIG A Skunk Commando.

TUBER (M/F) A Skunk Commando.

FOX #1 (M/F) A fox.

FOX #2 (M/F) A fox.

TOOTHBRUSH (M/F) Jay’s toothbrush who runs away.
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NOTE: The student characters in Terrible Skunk Breath can be any age

from upper elementary through high school.

DOUBLING: With the exception of JAY, the 9 human characters can
double as the 8 animal characters or the TOOTHBRUSH. MR. or
MRS. TENNANT could also double as MR. / MRS. FOX, although a
fast costume change would be required.

EXTRAS: There may be additional STUDENTS for the schooliscenes,
as well as additional SKUNK COMMANDOS.

A NOTE ABOUT FLORAL: Using a child in the rol AL i
encouraged, but is by no means required.

SCENE O

SCENE 1 — The English classroom, hefore scheol one Monday
morning

Jay, Ashley, Craig, Dede, Kris, Robin, , Mr. Fox
SCENE 2 — The English classro ednesday morning
Jay, Craig

SCENE 3 - Jay’s hous
Jay, Mr. Tennant, Mrs.

SCENE 4 - The Eng lassroom, the next morning
Mr. Fox, Jay, Craig,

SCENE 5 - Jay’
Jay, Mrs. Te

Jay, Rabbit, General Eisenfouler, Sprig, Tuber, Rocky, Fox 1, Fox 2,
Floral, Toothbrush

SCENE 8 — Jay’s house, a few days later
Mrs. Tennant, Mr. Tennant, Craig, Jay, Ashley
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NOTE: The play can be performed as one act or two acts. If performed
as two acts, the break should come after Scene 6. Scenes 7 and 8
would then become Act Il, Scenes 1 and 2.

STAGING

apron. Scene 6 was presented bare stage on t
closed curtain. The classroom was changed to
curtain during scenes 5 and 6. (Alternat )
be changed to the
forest then.) The original production used a backdrop of flat trees,

hanging leaves, and suggestive lighting, a few scattered

plants, to represent the forest.

In scene 7, there is a “skunk mo in which FLORAL EISENFOULER
is pushed around the stage by COMMANDOS. The original
production used a large rolling fla amper covered in black fabric
with a white stripe on ea id
the back. Feel free to inter, unk mobile as you see fit. The
sillier it looks, the be

COSTUMES

JAY begins and
clothing

play dressed in contemporary youth
, he requires a skunk tail to stick out the back

costume.

MR. FOX is dressed as a teacher.
MR. TENNANT is dressed as a grocery store manager.

MRS. TENNANT should be wearing around-the-house clothes.
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RABBIT requires a rabbit costume.

GENERAL EISENFOULER, ROCKY, SPRIG, and TUBER require
skunk costumes. They may have helmets or other military
components added.

FLORAL is a skunk cub. If female, she may have a bow att
her head or tail. When she takes over the Skunk Comman
she may put on some kind of military helmet or other ing.

The two FOXES require fox costumes.

TOOTHBRUSH wears a toothbrush costume.

. These may
be very simple or very elaborate, depending onjthe production’s

a loose-fitting
costume that can fit on over top of his h lothes, and if other
actors are doubling as both hu and animals, you may want to
do the same for them. Likewis%makeup, if used, should

be something simple than can and removed very

quickly.
EFFECTS
Class Change Bell
Doorbell
PROPERTIES

Bag of Chips, and Other Food Items — ASHLEY

School Book AY, CRAIG, ASHLEY, DEDE, JONAH, KRIS, ROBIN

SCENE 2
School Books — JAY, CRAIG

SCENE 3
Dinner
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SCENE 4
Bag of Pork Rinds, Bag of Chips, and Other Food Items — ASHLEY
School Books — JAY, CRAIG, ASHLEY, DEDE, JONAH, KRIS, ROBIN

SCENE 5
Magazine and Coffee Cup — MRS. TENNANT

Bookbag — JAY

SCENE 6

Bag of Pork Rinds, Bag of Chips, and Other Food Ite SH

School Books — JAY, CRAIG, ASHLEY, DEDE, JO , ROBIN
SCENE 7

“Skunk Mobile”

SCENE 8
Coffee Cup — MRS. TENNANT

AUTWES
There’s a saying...“When life gi mons, make lemonade.”

This play is a prime example o % ur school newspaper advisor
wanted to use the audito foga state student journalism conference
on the same weekend we a

that | direct. Our au

stressful rehearsal schedule..” unless we did a shorter play. I'd been
wanting to stage ren’s play for my daughter, but | really hadn’t
thought I'd get the unity. But in light of the scheduling problem |

was facing J children’s show (or, as we eventually marketed

it, “a pl hole family”) looked like it would be the perfect

solutia ghter had even already given me a title that | loved and

was goi effor a script: “Terrible Skunk Breath.” So that's what we

did. We had oloring contest in the elementary schools to promote the
show, and in the end, we got the best audience turnout we’d ever had for
our spring drama production. | was even able to include my daughter in
the cast of the play. What started out as a problem turned out to be a
great opportunity. We made lemonade. And it was good lemonade.
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PRODUCTION HISTORY

Terrible Skunk Breath premiered April 22-23, 2011 at Harrisonburg High
School in Harrisonburg, Virginia. It was produced by Stanley Swartz,
directed by Bradley Walton, stage managed by Ama Ansah with tech
support provided by Jesse Henninger and Maddy Skiba, and featured
the following cast:

DEDE/SPRIG......cccovvveeeee e, Daelynn McCleve
KRIS T FOX H2..cc oo Bt il Sam Martin
FLORAL EISENFOULER........cccoeviieei oot Rachel Walton

who gave her a greal title

M&Wé a play to go with C.
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TERRIBLE SKUNK BREATH

by
Bradley Walton

SCENE 1
The English classroom, before school one Monday marning

ASHLEY and is talking to her, but SHE is focused
rinds and is not paying attention to him. CRAIG4
other side of JAY. JONAH is asleep at adesk i
room. There may be one or two other STUD
classroom.

JAY: I mean, | used to lie awake at ni
even there. He’s sort of cool and s not like he actually
does anything that’s all that importa en one morning |
was struggling to get the last bit of toothpaste out of the tube
when it hit me... foreshadowi

ASHLEY: Uh-huh.

JAY: | mean... what other rea
the beginning of the story t
all adds up. General*Griev
and half living creature.

ing why he was

|d"there be? Put him there at
at’s going to happen later. It
cyborg—you know, half robot

di. Just like Darth Vader—cyborg,
ts Jedi. The whole reason he’s there is

in Skywalker is going to become at the
end of the movie.

ASHLEY: Uh-h
JAY: It's pretty f @@ g, huh?

CRAIG: 1a
JAY: Star Wat§!
CRAIG: Star Wars?

JAY: Yeah. Episode lll: Revenge of the Sith.

you talking about?

(CRAIG and JAY stand and move away from ASHLEY.)

CRAIG: You're talking about Star Wars... with Ashley?
JAY: Yeah.
CRAIG: For real?
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JAY: Yeah.

CRAIG: Why?

JAY: Because | like Star Wars.

CRAIG: And you think she likes Star Wars?

JAY: Well, | mean... | don't think she’s into it like | am, but—

CRAIG: Jay, nobody'’s into it like you are.

JAY: There're lots of people who are into it like | am. Deep
me, even. If you don't believe me, just go look on the Int

CRAIG: | don’'t want to look on the Internet. The last ti
search for “Star Wars” on the Internet, it made m
my eyeballs out and soak them in peroxide.

JAY: Really? What'd you see?

than

CRAIG: Chopsticks that looked like little lightsab jan
blinds with Yoda on them. There was... th backpack
that looked like Boba Fett's rocket p It w too much

JAY: Actually, Craig, | have one of those backp

(Beat.)

CRAIG: Do you know any good in surgeons?
JAY: No. Why?
CRAIG: I really want to forget t e ou say that, but | don't

think it's going to happen rgery, because it's like
somebody just bran e onto my cerebral cortex.

JAY: Sort of like those toa burn a picture of Darth Vader
onto your bread?,

(Beat.)

o much, why do you even talk to me?

f a nerd, Jay, but compared to you, I'm positively

e more | hang out around you, the more normal |

one else by comparison.

JAY: You want'to be normal?

CRAIG: | wantto be able to pass as normal.

JAY: Normal is boring.

CRAIG: Normal is boring?

JAY: Yeah.

CRAIG: Jay... were you paying any attention at all to your
conversation with Ashley?

JAY: Sure. | thought it was fascinating.
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CRAIG: No. Not your end of the conversation. The other end of the
conversation. Her end. Jay, she wasn't listening to a word you
said.

JAY: Sure she was. She kept saying “uh-huh.”

CRAIG: Based on where her attention seemed to be focused, | think
she was probably talking to her pork rinds.

JAY: No, she wasn't! Ashley’s nice! She’s never said anything rude
to me.

CRAIG: Ashley’'s never said anything rude because sh
too busy eating.

JAY: She probably has a fast metabolism. Q
CRAIG: She probably does. | don’'t know how else eat like

a pig and never gain any weight.
JAY: Ashley’s not a pig!
CRAIG: | didn’'t say she was. | just said t . Sooner or

later it'll probably catch up with her

JAY: Don’t badmouth Ashley.

CRAIG: I'm not badmouthing her. But tellinglyou, she’s not as
awesome as you think she is.

JAY: She’s gorgeous. And she’ ays so focused.

CRAIG: She’s easy on the eyesw she’s very focused. But
she’s only focused on what 'S eating.

(CRAIG and JAY look at
pork rinds.)

HL gazes intently into her bag of

And when she’s
whatever she’s goin
JAY: She talks to people.

ating, you can bet she’s focused on

uffing into her mouth, and that is where her
ift. You will never provoke a response from her
“mm,” or “uh-huh.”

CRAIG: Uh-huh.
JAY: | refuse to believe that.

CRAIG: She doesn't actually know you're alive.
JAY: Yes, she does.

CRAIG: Prove it.

JAY: Okay. I will. I'll go talk to her again.
CRAIG: Please, no more Star Wars.
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JAY: Fine. You don't like Star Wars? | can talk about something
besides Star Wars. (crosses to ASHLEY) Hey, Ashley.

ASHLEY: Uh-huh.

JAY: You ever read the Peanuts comic strips? You know... Charlie
Brown and Snoopy and stuff?

ASHLEY: Uh-huh.

JAY: Did you know that the characters aged at different sp
Like Charlie Brown was four years old to begin with, and
eventually he was eight years old and stayed that a
started out as a baby, and eventually he ended up
year younger than Charlie Brown? Bet you didn
huh?

ASHLEY: Mm.

CRAIG: Great job, Jay.

JAY: (to CRAIG) I'm not finished. (to AS Y) th test
yesterday was a killer, wasn't it?

ASHLEY: Uh-huh.

JAY: How'd it go for you?

ASHLEY: Mm.

JAY: Yeah. |feel the same way . Nice weather lately, don't
you think?
ASHLEY: Mm.

JAY: Yeah. Well. See ya.
ASHLEY: Uh-huh.
(JAY crosses to CR

CRAIG: The weather? iously? You tried to talk to her about the
weather?

CRAIG: Who dg
JAY: Their_frienad

JAY: They say “uh-huh” and “mm.”

CRAIG: That's what | thought. So naturally, if talking about the
weather generates that kind of response from grown-ups, you
figured it would get a completely different response from
someone whao's not a grown-up.

JAY: Itwas all | could think of!

CRAIG: Uh-huh.
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JAY: Don’t you start.

CRAIG: Mm.

JAY: I'm serious!

CRAIG: Okay. I'll quit. But you should too, okay? There’s nothing
you can do or say to Ashley that's going to make her actually
notice you. You might as well give it up before you embarrass

yourself.
JAY: | was under the impression | was already embarrassing'myself.
CRAIG: You are, but my father always says that no mat ad

things are, they can always get worse. | think that'ssgeod advice,

JAY: But if things can always get worse, then regard
whatever point you're at when you decide tog@ always
be ahead. | never thought of that before. Y

CRAIG: No. No! That's not what | mea 0 . e wisdom of
my dad and go twisting it into somegkind of Xcuse to do
something really stupid!

(Without stopping their conversation, JAY AIG begin to show
signs of noticing a bad smell.)

JAY: | thought that the worse Moxlf look, the better you

looked by comparison.
CRAIG: This is true.

(DEDE enters from t owed by KRIS, ROBIN, MR FOX,
and possibly other S .

ASHLEY: (stands) Oh my gosh, what is that smell?
JAY: Are you talkimgyto me?

the smell as well. JAY appears to be deep in thought.)

CRAIG: What?

JAY: Nothing.

CRAIG: You look like you're thinking.

JAY: No. Don't worry about it.

CRAIG: I'll do my best. You want foreshadowing... that smell in the
hall... that's foreshadowing. When a Monday morning starts off



Terrible Skunk Breath - Page 13

with a stink bomb, it just doesn’t bode well for the rest of the
week, you know?
JAY: (Not really paying attention.) Uh-huh.

(Blackout.)

SCENE 2
The English classroom, Wednesday morni

CRAIG is sitting at his desk, doing school work g
class to begin. JAY enters and crosses to CRAI

JAY: Hey, Craig.
CRAIG: Hey, Jay.

(JAY stands near CRAIG as if expecting\.something. JAY yawns
very obviously.)

What?
JAY: Oh, nothing.
CRAIG: No, it's not nothing. It'ssSeme . What is it?

JAY: If you have to ask, never @
CRAIG: You're trying to e crazy, aren’t you?

JAY: No.
CRAIG: It's not goin
JAY: Forget about it.
CRAIG: |don't care, Jay.
JAY: That's fine. Just give ittime.
CRAIG: Givew e

JAY: The thing

care about Isn’t going to come back to haunt me later.

JAY: Well, that stink bomb on Monday morning got me thinking...

CRAIG: That you were provoked to think about something is bad in
and of itself. But the fact that a stink bomb was the thing that
made you think whatever it is that you're thinking is incredibly,
deeply, very, very troubling.

JAY: Did you notice how Ashley noticed the smell from the stink
bomb?
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CRAIG: Did I notice how she noticed... what? Uh... | guess. |
mean... | just caught that she noticed it. It was exactly the
opposite of how she doesn't notice you. (Beat.) Oh, no. No.
Jay. What you are up to here?

JAY: |think I figured out a way to get Ashley to notice me.

CRAIG: What, you're going to eat nothing but beans for the rest of
your life? Or quit bathing?

JAY: No! Come on, don'’t be gross. I'm just going to stop brishing
my teeth.

(Beat.)

CRAIG: You're going to stop...? Jay, how is tha
JAY: Well, | mean itis gross. Butit's not as gras
the time, or uncontrollable body odor
CRAIG: What, you think you can magi
that comes out whenever you ope
JAY: That's justit... | can control the a
by opening and closing my mouth.

CRAIG: So are you going to tap arbage bag to your shirt in case

whoever you're talking to bam

JAY: Nobody’s going to throw upgen won't be that bad.

CRAIG: It'll be bad enough. J e on. What are you thinking?
You're trying to get leyto ¢ce you by having bad breath!
For some reason, | wa € impression that you wanted
her to like you.

JAY: I do. Butsheh notice me first.

CRAIG: If she natices yo cause you have bad breath, that's
probably not going to make a real good impression.

JAY: At least it'll beman impression! That's more than I've managed
so far! Unle ave a better idea!

et the whole thing! Leave well enough

ted to do that, then | wouldn’t be doing this.
ieve this. Okay. Fine. Whatever. It's your
ne. When were you planning to start this glorious

e flow of stench
2

ell that comes out

JAY: | started two days ago. | haven't brushed my teeth since
Monday morning.

CRAIG: Since...

JAY: I'm surprised you can't tell.

CRAIG: In case you hadn't noticed, | try to keep at least four feet of
personal space between me and everybody else. And now I'm
really, really glad.
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JAY: So when it gets bad enough that you can smell it from four feet
away, then | should try talking to Ashley again.

CRAIG: | don’'t want to be able to smell it from four feet away!

Geez, Jay.

JAY: | was really hoping it would be worse by now. Maybe | should
try to speed things along. Do you think my mom would get
suspicious if | asked her to fix garlic and anchovies for dianer
tonight?

(Blackout.)
SCENE 3 O 2

Jay’s house, that night
JAY is having dinner with his parents; MR. and MRS. TENNANT.

MR. TENNANT: Jay, do you think you help’me mow the yard
this weekend?

JAY: Dad... do | have to?

MR. TENNANT: It'd be nice. You ive here, you know.

JAY: | hate mowing the yard.

MR. TENNANT: It needs to be

JAY: Can you at least b i mower?

MR. TENNANT: They're ex . And the push mower we’ve got
works fine.

as work today, dear?
best. On the plus side, yesterday’'s

etter now. And the new cashier we hired seems to

t pretty well. On the down side... and I'd
appreciate it if this doesn’t go beyond this table... you know
Woody, the new kid we put on the maintenance staff?

MRS. TENNANT: The one with the allergies?

MR. TENNANT: That's the one. | think he’s been stealing from the
store.

MRS. TENNANT: Oh, that's terrible! Does he have a key to the
cash office?
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MR. TENNANT: It's not money that | think he’s been stealing... it's
carrots.

MRS. TENNANT: Carrots?

MR. TENNANT: He eats them. Constantly. He’s always chewing
on one during his breaks, and when he leaves to go home. Even
sometimes when he’s on the clock and he thinks nobody’s
watching. Well, I looked in his lunchbox after he came ifthis

during each of his breaks, and | saw him eating one i
room at 4:00. | had a quiet chat with each of the
he’s never paid for a single one that anybody ¢

MRS. TENNANT: My goodness.

MR. TENNANT: It's sad. He seemed like he ha
but now it looks like he’s nothing but a thie
going to call him in to my office for a
he'd disappeared. He didn't clock or anything.

MRS. TENNANT: Well, maybe he won't come bagk and you won'’t
have to worry about him.

MR. TENNANT: Maybe.

MRS. TENNANT: Jay, how was day?
JAY: Fine. &
MRS. TENNANT: What did you_deyi ol today?

JAY: We started reading The @ es of Tom Sawyer in Mr.

Fox’s class.
else interesting going on?

MRS. TENNANT: How do
JAY: It's okay, | gue
MR. TENNANT: An
JAY: Nah.

(Pause.)

MRS. TENNA there anything you'd like to tell us?

Oh, nothing.

5 everything okay at school, Jay?

fine. Why?

MR. TENNANT: Well, your mother and | have noticed...

JAY: What?

MR. TENNANT: Your toothbrush...

JAY: What about it?

MR. TENNANT: It doesn'’t look like it's been touched for the past
couple of days.

JAY: You're stalking my toothbrush?
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MR. TENNANT: No. But it's right there in the cabinet next to ours.
It's hard not to notice. It's dry. And it's been sitting at the exact
same angle since at least Monday night.

JAY: Yknow... it's kind of weird that you're paying that much
attention to my toothbrush.

MRS. TENNANT: Jay, we’re your parents. It's our job.

JAY: Do you go through my stuff when I'm at school?
MRS. TENNANT: Do we need to?
JAY: No! | mean, help yourself if it'll make you feel bett : t

hiding anything!
MRS. TENNANT: Are you sure about that?
JAY: (stands) What would | be hiding?

MRS. TENNANT: | don't know. You're being a vasive and
defensive about the toothbrush.
JAY: (crosses away from the table) It's pe kay?

MR. TENNANT: What kind of an experiment?
MRS. TENNANT: For science class?
JAY: No, it's like a... a social experime
MRS. TENNANT: A social experiment.
MR. TENNANT: And how does thiss. social experiment... work?
JAY: | stopped brushing my teetr%
vbha

MRS. TENNANT: (stands) You

ing’s fine, okay?
MR. TEN things were fine, you'd be brushing your teeth.
Is it a girl?

MRS. TENNANT: It's a girl.

MR. TENNANT: That explains it.

MRS. TENNANT: [I'll bet she broke your heart and now you're trying
to get back at her in some pathetic passive-aggressive way.
See? We understand perfectly.

JAY: Mom!

MR. TENNANT: Just don't go too far with it, okay?
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MRS. TENNANT: If your breath gets too bad, you might turn into a
skunk.

JAY: Mom, please.

MRS. TENNANT: Well, you might.

JAY: People don't turn into skunks, mom.

MRS. TENNANT: They do if they smell bad enough. It happens all
the time.

JAY: No, it doesn’t! Dad...

MR. TENNANT: I'd listen to your mom, Jay.

JAY: | have never, ever heard of someone turning int unk
before.
MRS. TENNANT: Well, then | guess you're just not t the

right websites.

JAY: What websites?

MRS. TENNANT: If you're going to take
telling.

JAY: Mom, look. Just because you seg somethi
that doesn’t mean that it's true.

MRS. TENNANT: And it doesn’t mean th t.

JAY: Mom, seriously. They teac about this stuff at school.
About how to identify websiteMus information. You
wouldn’t believe some of thegs out there. | saw a movie
site once that said Arnold arzenegger’s first acting job was
playing “Lucy” in Yo a Go Aan, Charlie Brown. (update
reference as necessar ave to be careful.

MRS. TENNANT: G i isn't bogus information, then.

JAY: Look, | get wha re trying to do, okay? You think I'm being
ridiculous, so you're being ridiculous back at me to try to get me
to see how ridiculous I'm*being. And | appreciate it. | guess. |
mean, it sho at you care about me. And that's... that's really

great. But.. % ome on...

MR. TENNANT: 't call your mom ridiculous, Jay. That’s not
seriously.

: You'll turn into a skunk and your mouth will be so
disgusting that your toothbrush will run away, and then you'll
really be in a pickle.

JAY: Mom... dad... people do not turn into skunks!

MRS. TENNANT: (patting JAY on the shoulder) You just keep telling
yourself that, dear.

ce, I'm not

on the Internet,
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(JAY returns to his seat at the table. MR. and MRS. TENNANT
follow.)

MR. TENNANT: (changing the subject) So, you're reading Tom
Sawyer, huh? That was always one of my favorites.

MRS. TENNANT: Jay, did you know that Mark Twain’s real name
was Samuel Clemens, and that “Mark Twain” wasn't thedanly pen
name that he used?

MR. TENNANT: Would you pass the anchovies, please;

(Blackout.)

SCENE 4

The English classroom, th

MR. FOX, the English teacher, is lec
CRAIG, ASHLEY, DEDE, JONAH, KRI
present. There may be other STUDENT
eating a bag of chips.

class. JAY,
BIN are all
ell. ASHLEY is

i eal name was Samuel
Langhorne Clemens. But ain” wasn't the only pen
any of you tell me another
rote?

name under which Mr.

(JAY raises his hand.

Jay.
JAY: Thomas J Snodgrass.
(EVERYOM sgust to the smell of JAY'’s breath,
coughing g, and leaning away or trying to scoot their desks

away.
a second
and nose in

[hose closest to JAY react first, and those further away react
er. JAY looks at ASHLEY, who sticks her mouth
potato chip bag.)

MR. FOX: That's... correct. Can anyone else tell me what Mr.
Clemens wrote under that name?

(JAY raises his hand. MR. FOX looks searchingly around the room,
ignoring JAY and hoping to find someone else to call on.)

No one? Any guesses? (Beat.) I'll give extra credit.
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(The bell rings, signaling the end of class.)

Well, that's it for today. Your assignment for tonight is to read
the next two chapters.

(The STUDENTS begin to exit. MR. FOX sits down at his desk.)

DEDE: (giving JAY a dirty look as SHE exits) Gross.
CRAIG: Hey, Jay...

JAY: Wha—

CRAIG: No. Don't say anything yet.

(CRAIG and JAY cross downstage away from M desk.)

| want you to turn away from me, an
you. And then I’'m going to ask yo
breath while you answer. Nod you

and hold my
understand.

night. I'd congratulate you asm’'t convinced you're such an
i o with this not brushing your
JAY: Until Ashley no
JAY: She looked like she was trying not to notice.

(JAY is visibly annoyed, but nods. JAY an IG turn away from
each other.)
Obviously you were able to seeke arlic and anchovies last
idiot. How far are yowgoi
teeth thing? (inhales a
CRAIG: (exhales lou e noticed. | saw her notice. (inhales
and holds his breath
CRAIG: (exhale ) She was trying not to look like she noticed,
but she noticge t me. We all noticed. You can start

JAY: Yeah. Mom tried to tell me that if my breath got too bad, I'd
turn into a skunk.

CRAIG: (exhales loudly) That's good advice. You should take it.
(inhales and holds his breath)

(MR. FOX crosses towards JAY and CRAIG.)

MR. FOX: Shouldn’t the two of you be going to your next class?



Terrible Skunk Breath - Page 21

(JAY jumps in alarm and tries to hide behind CRAIG.)

Are you okay, Jay?

JAY: I... I'm...

MR. FOX: (recoiling slightly at the smell of JAY’s breath) You look
like you want to run away and hide.

JAY: (calming down) Kind of. I... | had sort of a panic attackthere
for a second. But I'm okay now, | think.
MR. FOX: Good. Good. I'll see you tomorrow.

(JAY and CRAIG move away from MR. FOX.)
CRAIG: That was weird.

(As JAY begins speaking, CRAIG reacts inagdisg inches his
nose shut. HE does this for the rest of scen

JAY: It's as if all of a sudden | was afraithof Mr. Fox. Like | thought
he was gonna try to eat me or someth

CRAIG: It's what your mom said ur breath is so bad you're
turning into a skunk.

JAY: Craig. Please. Not you, to@

CRAIG: Foxes eat skunks soméetimesy You reacted to Mr. Fox like
he was a predator ju

JAY: But he’s not a fox.

CRAIG: His name is ough.

JAY: Even if people rn into skunks, | don’t think it would work
like that.

CRAIG: Believe what you w. It seems perfectly reasonable to
me.

JAY: Are my pa ing you to say this?

CRAIG: wi @'something, though. How the heck did you

know 7 e for Mark Twain?

CRAIG: Jay I need to listen to your mom more. Seriously. You
stink. You're probably going to sprout a tail by the end of the
day.

(Blackout.)
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SCENE 5

Jay’s house, that afternoon

MRS. TENNANT is at the kitchen table, looking at a magazine
and drinking a cup of coffee. JAY enters, carrying his bookbag
from school. HE does not look happy. HE has sprouted a
skunk tail. MRS. TENNANT does not appear remotely s
SHE looks at JAY and then back at her magazine without 'Saying
aword. JAY puts his bookbag down.

JAY: Goon. Say it

MRS. TENNANT: Nice tail.

JAY: That’s not what | meant.

MRS. TENNANT: What did you mean?

JAY: That you told me so. Goon. |de

MRS. TENNANT: Do you know how h
me to resist the urge to chain you up, in the garage and spray
Listerine (or another mouthwash) in
hose?

JAY: I'm kinda wishing now that would've.

MRS. TENNANT: One of the har ings about being a parent is

ice While also giving them the
leeway to make mistakes @ gh to learn from, but small

JAY: Well, | can definitely s Is has been a fascinating
learning experie y’s still out on the life ruining part.

MRS. TENNANT: Di tail come all at once, or did it grow out
slowly?

Oh, really?

: You might have a problem with that.

JAY: Why?

MRS. TENNANT: Your toothbrush ran off today.

JAY: What?

MRS. TENNANT: The school nurse called me today after your tail
sprouted. | think your toothbrush overheard the conversation
and got scared.

JAY: | can’t believe the nurse called you.
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MRS. TENNANT: She was freaking out pretty hard. | don't really
know why, though. Anyone could’'ve seen this coming a mile off.

JAY: What did she say?

MRS. TENNANT: That you had a skunk tail.

JAY: What else did she say?

MRS. TENNANT: That this was unusual.

JAY: Anything else?

MRS. TENNANT: That your breath could be used as a biologieal
weapon.

JAY: And that was the point where my toothbrush ra min
from the house?

MRS. TENNANT: Yup.

JAY: Very funny. I'm going to go brush my teet the tail
shrinks any.

(JAY exits. MRS. TENNANT resumes reading h gazine and
sipping her coffee. After a few seconds, JAY enters.)

Mom, where’s my toothbrush?

MRS. TENNANT: | told you. Itr ay.

JAY: Mom. Seriously. Please. %okay? You were right and
| should've listened to you angdgyou roven your point and I'm
sorry and I'll never do it ag
you hid my toothbru

MRS. TENNANT: | didn't ouFtoothbrush.

JAY: Mom!

MRS. TENNANT: If rush is hiding, it hid itself.

JAY: Mom! Tail! | have ill And my mouth feels disgusting! I'm

surprised you can stand the smell!
hanged your diapers when you were a baby, so

: @ al immunity. And I'm serious. | did not hide
()

play along. It's hidden, but you didn't hide it.
.. where do you think it might be hidden?
Probably somewhere in the woods.

ill you please tell me where

. That's where I'd go if | was hiding from somebody.

JAY: You hid my toothbrush in the woods?

MRS. TENNANT: You're doing it again.

JAY: Doing what?

MRS. TENNANT: Not listening to me. | thought you said you
learned your lesson.

JAY: But...
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MRS. TENNANT: Now for the last time, your toothbrush ran away
on its own.

JAY: To the woods?

MRS. TENNANT: That part is a guess.

JAY: Any idea where in the woods?

MRS. TENNANT: No clue.

JAY: Would you please go to the store and buy me another.
toothbrush?

(MRS. TENNANT stands, puts an arm around JAY, a Sses
down center with him.)

MRS. TENNANT: Jay, | love you. | really do. | love
you and | want you to carry something posit ay from this
mess, | think that you need to take re sib getting
yourself out of it. So if anyone’s goifig to thesstore to buy a

toothbrush, it should be you.
JAY: Mom, | have a skunk tail!
MRS. TENNANT: [ can see that.
JAY: | can’t go out in public with unk tail!
MRS. TENNANT: You're not getﬂ%mowing the yard this
weekend, if that’s what you'testhi
JAY: How can you expect me he yard at a time like this?
MRS. TENNANT: Becal : 2eds to be mowed.
JAY: Mom!
MRS. TENNANT: | ou’re making such a fuss.

afraid | used up the last of the mouthwash this
ns to her seat)

on purpose, didn’t you?

. I'love you and | want you to grow and learn and
take responsibility for yourself.

JAY: Did you pour it down the sink?

MRS. TENNANT: The sink was very thirsty.

(Beat.)

JAY: Okay then. (begins to exit)
MRS. TENNANT: What are you going to do?
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JAY: The only thing | can do. Go to bed early and hope | get better
by morning.

(Blackout.)

SCENE 6
The hall at school, the next morning
DEDE, JONAH, KRIS, and ROBIN are gathered in th&%hall
outside of MR. FOX's classroom. THEY may be w

bookbags, holding books, etc.

DEDE: Did you hear about what happened to @ rday?

JONAH: Nobody'll stop talking about it.

KRIS: | was there in the cafeteria whenfhe sprouted the tail!

JONAH: Did it rip his pants?

KRIS: I don’t know. | didn’t actually se a . I was justin the
cafeteria at the same time.

DEDE: | saw!

JONAH: Did it rip his pants?

DEDE: No, it just kind of shot h ck all of a sudden.
d

JONAH: Was he surprised?
DEDE: Yeah, he looked ly .
ROBIN: Well, what was he C with all the stink coming out of

his mouth?
KRIS: Skunk stink do
JONAH: No, it comes fro
KRIS: So if the stink is in his

come out of a skunk’s mouth, though.
der the tail.
outh, why is he turning in to a skunk?

ROBIN: Did it stink when the tail popped out?

DEDE: You mean did it stink more than Jay already stinks? | don’t
know. There’s no way | was getting close enough to find out.

ROBIN: | know what you mean. | saw Jay after lunch and the tail
was all soft and cute and fluffy, and | really wanted to touch it
and see what it felt like, but | wasn’t about to get within breathing
distance.
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JONAH: Why does his breath smell so bad? Has it always been like
that?
DEDE: No. I just noticed it this week.

(CRAIG enters.)

ROBIN: Has he got some kind of disease or something?
KRIS: Do you think it could be contagious?
JONAH: | don’t wanna sprout a skunk tail.

KRIS: Is my breath bad?
DEDE: I'm not smelling it for you to find out, so don’
CRAIG: Jay’s not sick.

ROBIN: He’s not?
CRAIG: He quit brushing his teeth.
ROBIN: What?

DEDE: For real?
KRIS: Why would he do a thing like that?

(JAY enters. HE has transformed into a f , but nonetheless
is carrying his school books.)

JAY: Because I'm an idiot. \

ROBIN: Holy cow!
JONAH: That's no cow!
KRIS: That's... that's...
CRAIG: That's Jay.
DEDE: Jay?
JAY: Yeah.
ROBIN: Jay...
JAY: What?
JONAH: You're
JAY: I’ idi

ut you're also a skunk.
r noticing.
sort of like... kitty cat ears.

JONAH: Craig‘said you stopped brushing your teeth.

JAY: Yeah.

DEDE: Boy, you are an idiot.

KRIS: Are you an idiot because you stopped brushing your teeth, or
did you stop brushing your teeth because you're an idiot?

JAY: Both. (takes a step towards the group)

DEDE: Jay, you just stay right there.

JAY: Why?



Terrible Skunk Breath - Page 27

DEDE: Because you stink.
JAY: Still? (breathes into his hand and sniffs it) Man, | gotta find
that toothbrush.

(ASHLEY enters, eating, and rushes hurriedly past JAY.)

Hey, Ashley!
ASHLEY: (hurrying to get away from JAY) Uh-huh.
JAY: The strangest thing happened to me this week.
ASHLEY: (nodding her head in agreement) Uh-huh.
JAY: You don't mind if | still sit next to you, do you?
ASHLEY: (unable to speak with a mouth full of foo

(MR. FOX enters. JAY is terrified.)

d into the
at you can't bring
(takes a step

MR. FOX: The bell's about to ring, folkgy” Time t
classroom. (sees JAY) All right, y
pets to school. Especially not a pet?
towards JAY) Is that... Jay?

JAY: Stay back, Mr. Fox!
MR. FOX: (breathes into his hanMs) Do | have it too? Is it

catching?
JAY: No, | just... I just... | real dito go find my toothbrush!
(exits)
(Blackout.)
CENE 7
The Forest

gh aforest, searching for his

ere, toothbrush! Nice toothbrush! Come out
are! (pause) | can't believe I'm actually doing this.
(calling out) Here toothbrush! (to himself) | feel ridiculous.
(calling out) It's not that bad! Honest! (to himself) Great. Now
I’'m not just a skunk, I'm a lying skunk. Craig was right. No
matter how bad things get, they can always get worse. (calling
out) Hey, toothbrush! (to himself) | don’t even believe what mom
said about the toothbrush running away. Why am | yelling at the
top of my lungs in the middle of woods? (calling out)
Toooothbruuush! (to himself) Because things really are that bad.
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(The following monologue about Star Wars and credit cards is
optional and may be used if needed to cover for a costume change
for the RABBIT. Or it may be omitted, in which case JAY skips to
“How can it possibly get any worse than this?”)

| was gonna go to the store this weekend and check to see if the
new Star Wars action figures were out. | need that new€lone

change back? I'm never gonna be able to buy any
Wars stuff for my collection. Unless | order it onlinemyB

D

credit cards to skunks! How can it possibly get a
this?

(A RABBIT enters.)

RABBIT: Um. Hi.
JAY: What?
RABBIT: Hi.

JAY: Hi?
RABBIT: Yeah. Hi.
JAY: You said hi.

RABBIT: Is that okay?
JAY: You're a rabbit
RABBIT: Yeah. I'm arabb
JAY: You're a rabbit .
RABBIT: What? | ca ecause I'm a rabbit?
JAY: No, you can say hi though you're a rabbit.
RABBIT: Are you feeling okay?

JAY: Not really,

RABBIT: Beca think you’re gonna barf or something, | can
come bz

JAY: No ot gonna barf.

RABB

RABBIT:

JAY: Good.

RABBIT: Are you sure? ‘Cause | really don't like barf.

JAY: I'm positive. I'm just... um... having a really bad week.

RABBIT: Well, look, | hate to be the bearer of bad tidings, but if
you're not careful, your bad week is gonna get worse.

JAY: Oh really.

RABBIT: You're bothering the other animals in the forest.

JAY: What, with the yelling? I'm sorry. | can stop.
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RABBIT: Well, they're not crazy about the yelling, either. But mostly
they're upset because you're stinking up the forest.

JAY: | am?

RABBIT: Apparently so. | can't tell myself. I've got allergies. Can't
breathe through my nose or smell anything at all. Which is why
I’'m the one who got sent to give you the warning.

JAY: Warning?

RABBIT: Yeah.

JAY: What warning?

RABBIT: You're not from around here, are you?

JAY: I'm uh... new to the forest.

RABBIT: The skunks around here are very sensitive: as a
species have sort of a bad reputation, you k

JAY: Oh, | know.

RABBIT: The local skunks, they've done
accepted by the other animals. Th
make themselves into an army to p away predators and
humans. Especially humans.

JAY: A skunk army?

RABBIT: Yeah. The Skunk Co dos. They were established
years ago by a skunk nameg%enfouler. He was their

a

first general, and the leadership ssed down through his
andson, Blight Eisenfouler IV

freal
% e job goes to his daughter,

S a kid, so unless the general
n't be taking over for a while.

y a family... of General Eisenfoulers?
ndering through the forest stinking up
the place and bothering the animals, the other skunks aren’t

[ indly to that, and the Skunk Commandos are

family for generations. Hi
is the general now, afte
Floral Eisenfouler.
gets sick or som

. But anybody they've ever had to deal with

heard from again, so I'm thinking it's probably

Il want to avoid.

). Listen. You haven't seen a toothbrush around

here anywhere, have you?

RABBIT: Well, I— (Pauses and thinks. When HE finally speaks, it's
as if HE’s hiding something.) Um, what'’s a toothbrush?

JAY: You use it to clean your teeth.

RABBIT: |do?

JAY: | mean—humans. Humans use them to clean their teeth.

RABBIT: Oooh—a human thing! Humans are... uh, yeah. So. If
you find this... toothbrush thing, what are you going to do with it?
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JAY: Brush my teeth.
RABBIT: Why?

(Beat.)

JAY: (not wanting to let on that HE’s not supposed to be a skunk)
It's something I've always wanted to try. Just one of th
wacky human things. It might even help out with the bre
Plus, it sounds like fun. Ever had a wacky human t
wanted to try?
RABBIT: Uh...
JAY: | mean, maybe not, you know. You're a rabbit. bably
don't—
RABBIT: No, no. Sure. | know what you meal @
JAY: Yeah?
RABBIT: Yeah. I've always wanted to
JAY: What?
RABBIT: Um... pushing a lawn mower!
JAY: Pushing—why?

RABBIT: Why? Um... well... u ave you ever seen a lawn
mower?
JAY: Uh... have you?

RABBIT: Uh... well, there’s thi Se... way over on the edge of
the woods. And...y e a lawn mower. | go over
there every week and uman use it. Do you know
what it does?

JAY: What?

RABBIT: It makes the grass,shorter! It's so incredible!

JAY: Seriously?

RABBIT: Uh... ye ure.

JAY: |just can't neg any self-respecting person—I mean—
i ng to/cut grass in a million years. Not that I've

animal—=wa

anything.

RABBIT: Oh, no. Of course not.

JAY: We all have our funny little urges, you know. You have lawn
mowers. Me, I'm interested in toothbrushes.

RABBIT: Yeah. Sure. Everybody’s got their little quirks.

JAY: So... um... have you seen anything around here that you think
a human would use to clean their teeth?
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RABBIT: Well, earlier today | saw this thing that was long and red
(or whatever color the toothbrush costume actually is) and made
out of that unnatural stuff that humans make everything out of...

JAY: Plastic?

RABBIT: Yeah! That! And it had stiff white hair things sticking off
the front of its head.

JAY: That's it! Where was it?

RABBIT: Real close to here. It was going that way. (points
offstage)

JAY: Thanks! (runs offstage)

RABBIT: (yelling after JAY) You know, you shouldn’t

(GENERAL EISENFOULER , SPRIG and TUB
be additional SKUNK COMMANDOS as )

EISENFOULER: Don't bother straining your voicg, rabbit. He's not

gonna hear you.
RABBIT: General Eisenfouler!

SPRIG: That is one nasty smelli unk.
TUBER: He doesn't really smell li unk, though, Sprig... do you

think?
@ like a human stink.

SPRIG: No, Tuber... it's just..
at'it’'s a human disguised as a

TUBER: Humans—yuck

EISENFOULER: You don
skunk, do you?

RABBIT: Human?
skunk. | got a good
Definitely.

0 humans here. He’s definitely a
at him up close. Definitely a skunk.

(ROCKY, anoth COMMANDO, enters.)

ROCKY; ) nfouler!

F hat is it, Rocky?

> of foxes have been sighted in the forest!

EISENFO 0’ Don't they know we're busy?

ROCKY: We've got danger on two fronts, General! What are we
going to do? We can't let the rogue skunk stink up the forest and
ruin the good name of skunkdom, but we can't let those foxes
run loose, either!

EISENFOULER: Don't go freaking out on me, Rocky.

ROCKY: I'm not sir, it's just that...

EISENFOULER: It's just that what? That you feel overwhelmed?
That nothing has gone right for you all week? That the world is
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throwing everything it's got at you, to see if you'll break? It's a
fact of life, my fellow skunks: No matter how bad things get, they
can always get worse.

(Two FOXES enter behind GENERAL EISENFOULER and creep up
behind him. RABBIT and the SKUNK COMMANDQOS try to point out
the danger, but EISENFOULER appears to ignore them.)

Rest assured that while you're so busy dealing with in
front of you, something else will try to sneak up a ck y
from behind.
(The FOXES attempt to pounce on GENERAL R, who
takes a step forward out of their way. The FOX e, down,
and immediately spring to their feet. Thr his speech,
GENERAL EISENFOULER effortlessly o FOXES

without even looking at them. The fightshould end with both FOXES

unconscious.)

You have to be ready for the pected! Don't be surprised!

Don't be blindsided! Don't bemnh your guard down! Not
ever! You have to be confiden ave to have the
strength... the resolve... t er... to see it through!

ROCKY: You just... you hat was amazing.

EISENFOULER: Now let's with this skunk... or whatever he
is... and remem r anything.

(EISENFOULER begins
falls down, and knocks hims
HIM.)

out. EVERYONE rushes over to

SPRIG: General al Eisenfouler! Are you okay?

SPRIG: Yeah.

TUBER: He must've hit his head or something!

ROCKY: On what?

SPRIG: | don't know, but it must've been something. He's
unconscious!

TUBER: What are we gonna do?

SPRIG: | don't know!

ROCKY: We have to deal with that skunk!
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TUBER: We need General Eisenfouler to lead us!
SPRIG: But he can't!
ROCKY: The skunk commandos are nothing without an Eisenfouler!

(FLORAL EISENFLOWER enters. SHE is a very young skunk.)

FLORAL: Daddy?

ROCKY: Floral...

FLORAL: Daddy, come on. Getup. | wanna go watch
drive by on the road. I'll bet there’s lots of red on

ROCKY: Floral, Daddy’s hurt. But I'm sure it'll be 0

FLORAL: Daddy’s hurt?

ROCKY: But don't be scared okay? You're daddy’ ong.

FLORAL.: (exasperated) Did he fall down and
AGAIN? He does this all the time at

SPRIG: He was probably distracted.
capturing a dangerous animal and
he was going.

FLORAL: Daddy was doing his army work®?

ROCKY: Yes, he was.
FLORAL: And now he can't?
ROCKY: Not right now. Not untilshe f etter. But everything will

be okay. We'll figure out what to"do somehow.
FLORAL: There's army do and daddy can’t be the leader?

TUBER: It's okay, Floral.
FLORAL: | getto be
ROCKY: But Floral,
FLORAL: If daddy can't
ROCKY: Floral, listen... you're just a little girl...

FLORAL: And nowalim the general! The youngest one ever!!!

% tle too young yet, Floral...

eneral Floral to you, private!

ng FLORAL) And this is a solution?

SPRIG: No. is is worse.

FLORAL: Come on! Let's go!

SPRIG: Floral, we can't leave your dad here with these two foxes!
FLORAL: He can take care of himself.

SPRIG: He's unconscious!

FLORAL.: He can still take care of himself. (exits)

SPRIG: (calling after her) Floral, listen—
TUBER: Oh no.

toaa!

ed very hard on
't watching where
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ROCKY: What do we do?

SPRIG: We go with her. It's what the general would want.

RABBIT: But the foxes?

SPRIG: I|think they're out colder than the general. At least, | hope
they are.

(FLORAL enters.)

FLORAL: Come on! To the skunk mobile! (exits)

RABBIT: To the what?

SPRIG: It's a car her dad made for her. She’s reall @

RABBIT: Her dad made a car?

ROCKY: Really?

SPRIG: Sort of.

TUBER: That just doesn’t seem right. C
lawn mowers.

SPRIG: It's just a phase. She’s little.
general’s just being a dad.

ROCKY: We can use it to chase that sku

have this mess wrapped up i time!
SPRIG: Not really, no.
ROCKY: No? What do you meaagho®

SPRIG: You'll see.
ROCKY: Things are go get
SPRIG: Yup.

gh the forest! We'll

ow, aren’t they?

(SPRIG, ROCKY, T an BBIT exit. EISENFOULER sits up
cheerily.)

EISENFOULER:

take over for d seeing as how this isn’t anything
dangero be a perfect first job for her.
(Addre 0 unconscious FOXES, who he begins to drag
offstage

Just between you and me, though... the stuff she said about me
knocking myself out at home all the time... | only pretend to do
that when I'm trying to get out of helping her mom clean.

(EISENFOULER exits with the FOXES. The TOOTHBRUSH enters,
looks around, and then runs offstage. JAY enters and chases after
the TOOTHBRUSH. FLORAL and the SKUNK COMMANDOS enter.
FLORAL is riding in a ridiculous-looking, skunk-themed, homemade
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“car” that is being pushed by the SKUNK COMMANDOS. RABBIT is
with THEM.)

FLORAL: Faster! Go faster! He's going to get away from us! Come
on, guys. This is pathetic! You're embarrassing me here!

(The SKUNK COMMONDOS push FLORAL and the car offstage.
RABBIT exits with THEM. The TOOTHBRUSH enters and e
JAY enters, breathing heavily, and then exits. RABBIT

the SKUNK COMMANDOS, who are still pushing FL in t
car.)
My dad could push this thing faster than you only

one of him and he’s unconscious!

(RABBIT, FLORAL, and the SKUNK COMMAND, xit. The
TOOTHBRUSH enters. IT is about to offstage)when JAY enters
and grabs IT.)

JAY: Hah! | got you!

TOOTHBRUSH: No! Let go! Yo%%et away!

JAY: You ran out on me!

TOOTHBRUSH: What was | sdp ed to do? You smell awful!

JAY: | needed you!

TOOTHBRUSH: | have rig

JAY: You're a tooth
clean my teeth!

TOOTHBRUSH: No too
you're asking me to do!

JAY: | wasn't aski

TOOTHBRUSH:

JAY: Are

't have any rights! Now help me

sh should have to go through what

let go of me?
n away again?
ourse I'm going to run away again!
| supposed to get my mouth clean?

JAY: Are you Crazy? My parents’ insurance would never cover that!

TOOTHBRUSH: Well, you should’ve considered that before you
stopped brushing your teeth and your mouth turned into a toxic
death trap!

JAY: | never thought | would actually turn into a skunk!

TOOTHBRUSH: You should've listened to your mother!

JAY: That's what everybody keeps telling me!
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(RABBIT, FLORAL, and the SKUNK COMMANDOS enter. FLORAL
is still being pushed in the skunk mobile. The COMMANDOS are out
of breath.)

FLORAL: Stop... in the name of skunk!

EVERYONE EXCEPT FLORAL: (looking bewildered by her
proclamation) Huh? What? Did she really just say that

FLORAL: (indicating JAY as SHE climbs out of the skunk moRile)
He's the one, right?

SKUNK COMMANDOS: Yeah. Him. That's the sku

RABBIT: Give up! For your own good! Surrender!

JAY: Are these the Skunk Commandos?

RABBIT: Uh-huh.

JAY: And are you... General Eisenfouler? For @ aso
thought you'd be older.

FLORAL: Dad’s sick. I'm filling in.

JAY: Oh. I hope he’s okay.

FLORAL: Thanks.

TOOTHBRUSH: Would somebody please e out here?
FLORAL: Let that... that... what at?

RABBIT: | think it's called a tooth&

FLORAL: Let that toothbrush g

JAY: But... but...

FLORAL: Letit go.

JAY: Aw... (JAY letsgoo HBRUSH)
TOOTHBRUSH: Th k you so, so much.

FLORAL: You're we e.

TOOTHBRUSH: Canlg wW?
FLORAL: Sure.
TOOTHBRUSH:

(TOOTHBR LORAL crosses to JAY.)
FLORA our breath smells really bad.
JAY:

FLORAL: hat are we going to do with you?

JAY: (scared) What are you going to do with me?

FLORAL: Punish you. (to the SKUNK COMMANDOS) We need to
punish him, right?

SKUNK COMMANDOS: Yup. Uh-huh. That's right.

(FLORAL looks at JAY, then at the SKUNK COMMANDOS, then
back to JAY. SHE hasn’t a clue what SHE should do now.)
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FLORAL: Okay. I'm open to ideas. What seems fair to you guys?
ROCKY: You're the boss.

RABBIT: If you were in his place, how would your dad punish you?
FLORAL: (thinks for a moment) Right. Thanks. | got this.

(FLORAL marches up to JAY and jabs a pointing finger into his chest
repeatedly.)

You are a bad, bad, bad, bad skunk! You should be of
yourselfl Now say you’re sorry!

JAY: I'm sorry.

FLORAL: Good. Now think about what you've done, 't ever
do it again!

the skunk
push offstage.)

(Crosses back to the SKUNK COMMAN anc
mobile, which the SKUNK COMMAND begin

What did he do, anyway?

(FLORAL, RABBIT, and the SKU@AANDOS exit.)

JAY: Aaugh! What am | gonna_d@gio can’t go home because
I’'m a skunk! | can't stay in t because I'm stinking the
place up! | can't bru cause the Skunk

Commandos won't let were wrong, Craig! This is it!
I’'m at the bottom There is no possible way things

pinecones, and shave the word “stinky” onto your belly with a
dead fish. But she didn’t, so | guess it's up to me to finish this.
I'll bet you think you smell pretty bad, don't you?

JAY: That's what everybody keeps telling me.

EISENFOULER: Well, let me tell you something. You don’t know
stink. You have no idea what stink is. You've never met stink.
But he’s a good friend of mine, and | will personally introduce
you to him unless you get yourself out of my woods in the next
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hour. There’s a reason my name is Eisenfouler, and | will spray
you so hard your ears will water. Got it?

JAY: Uh-huh.

EISENFOULER: Good. (exits)

JAY: (crying out to no one in particular) Nobody likes a know-it-all,
Craig!

RABBIT: Bummer.

JAY: | just met General Eisenfouler. The grow

RABBIT: Bummer.

JAY: | have to get out of the forest or he’ in e me smell
even worse.

RABBIT: Big bummer.

JAY: So I'm gonna go. Where, | have ngjidea. anks, though.
You know, for helping me out. Makin uggestion to the

general’s daughter.
RABBIT: You're welcome. I'm W (or FERN if female), by the

way.

JAY: Hey, my dad was workin omebody named Woody. He
3 ad he said he...

ca'grocery store?

(RABBIT enters.)
RABBIT: You okay?
JAY: No, I'm not okay.
r

was talking about hingat di
RABBIT: Does your dad m

(Both JAY and the R slap their paws over their mouths,
realizing THEY've said motg,than THEY meant to. Then it registers
with each what the other has'said.)
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