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SCRAWNY LITTLE CHRISTMAS TREES

by
Marla Schwartz

PROPS

Santa suit

Several branches (to represent small trees) Bag wit resents
inside

Hat
Baseball
Marbles ‘

CAST: NICK, ROBBY, BILLY, MATT, SA ed by MATT)

SETTING: In the slums, several generations ago

AT RISE: NICK, ROBBY, and BILLY are off-stage, singing. These
boys are juvenile delinquents. first three lines (of singing) are
t

optional, but they set the tone ative attitude of the boys.

NICKY: (voice-over) ‘Jin
| got was socks with holes.
ROBBY: (voice-ov

gle Bells. Santa Claus is drunk. All
brother got a skunk.’
s, Jingle Bells, Santa Claus is stoned.
He couldn’t read my r. | guess | should have phoned.’
BILLY: (voice-over) ‘Jing ells, Jingle Bells, Santa Claus is crocked.
He went out to buy more booze, the liquor store was locked.’

(All three boys @

NICKY#£(voice-Omer) Hey look — there’s Fat Matt!
> OBBY: (voice-overs) Fat Matt! Fat Matt! Fat Matt!

(NICKY, BILLEY, and ROBBY walk onto the stage while tossing
around a black hat. The boys are from poor families and their
clothes reflect this fact.)

NICKY: Hey Fat Matt! We have your ha-at! Hah, hah, hah, hah, hah!

(The boys continue to throw MATT’'S hat amongst themselves for a
minute longer.)
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(ROBBY grabs the hat and stops throwing it to the other boys.)

NICKY: What's wrong? Why are ya’ stoppin’?

ROBBY: It's time to give it back.

BILLY: Why? Because Christmas is only four days away, or somethin’'?

ROBBY: Yeh — or somethin’. — (HE throws the hat off-stage) Take
your hat back, Fat Matt. (HE takes a baseball or softball out of his
coat pocket.) Play with this if you need somethin’ to th
(HE throws the ball to NICKY and HE catches it.

with the ball as they start walking toward cen e.)
your mother anything yet?
NICKY: No. No money. How ‘bout you?

ROBBY: Same thing. How ‘bout you, Billy?
BILLY: Only thing I can afford is what | want to @ old man.
ROBBY: What's that?

BILLY: Something | get every time thefold drunkisees me — a kick in the
pants.

NICKY: Come on guys, think of somethin.. There’'s gotta be a way we
can make money.

BILLY: We can steal Christmawd sell ‘em instead of breakin’
‘em.

NICKY: Sell ‘em? But | like to thféWy.em“on the street ‘cause they sound
like firecrackers. It's even @ an tipping trashcans or soaping
windows.

al ' so many of ‘em. People would get

ROBBY: But we'd have t
suspicious. Not i

tree on fire and then we ran around the block and came back and
knocked on t 's door to call the firehouse?
BILLY: Yeh. Sh a reward for bein’ heroes!

. Where are your brains? We lit the tree last year after

need the money now! (The boys are quiet for a
mom gy, | got an idea. Let's get some scrawny lookin’ trees
and sell ‘e eap.

ROBBY: Who's gonna buy scrawny trees?

BILLY: My old man.

NICKY: No, listen. We can dress up in old, poor-looking clothes — Billy,
you can wear your regular stuff — we’ll make a sign that says
‘Scrawny Trees for Sale Cheap’. People will feel sorry for us and buy
our trees.

ROBBY: They'll probably buy ‘em and throw ‘em away once we’re gone.
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NICKY: Good, then we can go get ‘em once they're out of sight, and we
can sell ‘em again.

ROBBY: How we gonna get trees to sell?

BILLY: We can steal ‘em after the tree places close.

NICKY: Nah. Too risky. And we're not allowed out that late, anyway.

ROBBY: Then how are we gonna ever get any money?

NICKY: (pause) Wait! I've got another idea. We can go

act real good they might even give ‘em to us.
ROBBY: Great idea! Then we can sell those tree
more trees to sell at a profit untii we have
Christmas presents.
BILLY: Now all we need is one dollar to start w
NICKY: Everyone put up your money!
coat pockets.) I've got a quarter.
ROBBY: | have fifteen cents and so
pocket and pulls out a handful of
NICKY: Marbles? We can’t buy Christmas trees with marbles! What're
ya’' doin’ with ‘em anyway? N y plays with marbles anymore!

d buy
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