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MEASURING MATTHEW

by
Patrick Gabridge

CAST: MATTHEW and JENNIFER

SCENE: Sparsely furnished apartment with an open wiadow and a
chair.

AT RISE: MATTHEW, holding a tape measure, st ery seto
JENNIFER.

JENNIFER: I love you.
MATTHEW: Jennifer said this to me three ti @ | 27, May 4, and

June 12.

JENNIFER: I'm leaving you.

MATTHEW: This was said twice. \Within seconds of each other.
Because of my response--What?

JENNIFER: Goodbye, Matthew.

MATTHEW: Two words. Very wsuccinct. Combina-tion of the
five.
JENNIFER: I'm leaving you. Goodhye, Matthew.

MATTHEW: Extremely defini eal sense of finality. Five strong
words. She makes th
out of some conflicted s
be nice. But her yoi
or justification.

JENNIFER: | love you.

... well, heartbreak and anguish would
no apparent equivocation, stammer,

hes. There are forty-four steps down to the
or three minutes forty-three seconds to exit the

(to JENNIFER) Fine. Fine. ...

JENNIFER: I'm glad. I'm sorry that things didn't... I'm glad you're doing
okay.

MATTHEW: Okay? Sure. Never better. Hunky dory. Tip top. Okey
dokey. Fantastique. Super. Swell. I'm just swell, Jennifer. Swell.
Swollen. Fine. I'm fine.

JENNIFER: Okay. Great. Well...

MATTHEW: You look great.
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JENNIFER: Thanks. | should really--

MATTHEW: Maybe we can--

JENNIFER: No. Sorry. | don't think so.

MATTHEW: Okay.

JENNIFER: Bye.

MATTHEW: (to aud|ence) In her cart, she had flowers, browme mix,

You don't make quiche for yourself. For a man. N
the same thing for me on the first night she had
times has she used this meal to test and impres
(to JENNIFER) How did | rate?

JENNIFER: I'm not really good at quantifying thij

MATTHEW: It'll help me assess how | did.
more... effectively.

JENNIFER: Okay. B minus. 81 pe
manners. Offered good compli
Appealing visage. A little mediocre

MATTHEW: Numbers.
JENNIFER: I'm not sure that's a uality in a man.

MATTHEW: | brought flowers.
JENNIFER: Which gives you ¢
MATTHEW: | tried hard
JENNIFER: | noticed.
MATTHEW: | show;
that cool?
JENNIFER: Sure.
MATTHEW: Your place s eighty-five feet above sea level. The
sidewalk was nty-seven feet, so we were fifty-eight feet above
the reference
JENNIFER:

move on a little

ave very nice table
good eye contact.
versation department.

tch with the built-in altimeter. Wasn't

eans |td only take one and a half seconds to hit the
ped out your window. (to audience) | didn't actually
say it out loud.

MATTHEW: (to audience) | waited seventeen days after bumping into
her at the store before | called on the phone.

JENNIFER: I'm fine.

MATTHEW: | considered calling her one hundred and seventy-three
times before | actually did. Waiting seemed like the better choice. |
didn't want her to think | was too obsessive.

JENNIFER: No. I'm busy that night.
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MATTHEW: (to JENNIFER) Maybe another night. | called and they said
the movie will show for seventeen more days, so that gives us sixty-
eight possible times, though some of those times are while we'll be at
work, so it's really more like fifty-four. I'm pretty flexible.

JENNIFER: Matthew. You're a very sweet man. And we really had some
good times. You are kind and thoughtful and honest. You mean a lot

to me. For a while | thought that we... | know maybe | Miade it seem
like it was easy for me to say goodbye. But it wasn't.

MATTHEW: Was it something | did? Something | said® use if it
was, whatever it was, I'm sorry. | miss you, Jenni ore than you

can know. | think about you, a lot.
JENNIFER: How many times a day?
MATTHEW: Sev--
JENNIFER: Sorry. That wasn't fair. | know yo

you, not completely. | have to go. I'm
MATTHEW: (to audience) She didn't

again. Not until the eighth time. I tri
JENNIFER: Don't make me call the pol
MATTHEW: (to JENNIFER) | won't. I'm s

about each other?
JENNIFER: Stay away from me.

erpt from MEASURING MATTHEW by
‘ormance rights and/or a complete copy of the

answer. It's not

&

ask me not to call her
to spacethem out.

o Steve and Jose know
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