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THE MADRIGAL DINNER

THE MADRIGAL DINNER
By Kevin Kelleher

SYNOPSIS: Join the royal court of King Henry CMXLII for a night of frolic
and fancy you won't soon forget! A host of wacky characters spreads the fun
around thickly as your audience, playing the part of esteemed Renaissance
dinner guests, experience non-stop mirth and music in this la

comedy for all ages. Sight gags, slapstick, and mind-wrenchi humor
will have you choking on your Boar's Head. This incredib

opportunities for soloists and every part in the s . ed either a
male or female, giving you unprecedented casting

CAST OF CHARACTER
(9EITHER, 8E

JESTER ..o S0 .... Master of Ceremonies
27 lines)

KING HENRY/QUEEN Host of Dinner (47 lines)

THE BARD OF GALWAY ......ccccevurrnne. Royal Storyteller (24 lines)
LORD /LADY F LEMORE ............... Royal Word-Smith (8 lines)
FRIAR AVIER/

SISTE ARY ELIZABETH ........ .Monk or Nun (8 lines)

LORD WIE WILLIAMS/

LADY MARGARET PEGGY.........cc....... Redundant Royal Aid (6 lines)
LORD/LADY CANTERBURY ................ Noble (6 lines)

QUEEN ISABELLE/KING HENRY ......... Spouse of KING/QUEEN

(3 lines)
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PRINCE(SS) ARTEMIS .......cccovviiiieeenns Son of the King and Queen
(2 1ine)

LADY FALLOWMORE ........cccccoiiriinnn Noble

LORD/LADY HERRINGBONE ............... Noble

LADY PENNYWHISTLE ......ccccoevivnnnnnne. Noble

SIR GEORGE .....ccccooiiniiniiiiiiicicce, Noble

LADY GRETCHEN........cccccevienieienne.

SIR EARL...cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiieniccnieceee

LORD DUKE......cccconiiiiieinincsenieeeeenen

SIR BYRON .....ccooviiiiiiiine,

NOTE: Number of lines | ; some lines are much longer than
others. Additionally, the lea principle roles should be prepared to
improvise — especial g with the audience.
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SYNOPSIS OF SCENES
SCENE 1 - WELCOME
SCENE 2 — POEM READING

SCENE 3 — GRAND ENTRANCE OF NOBILITY
SCENE 4 — KING’S TOAST

SCENE 5 — FRIAR’S BLESSING AND FIRST COURSE
SCENE 6 — DINING RULES

SCENE 7 - MAIN COURSE

SCENE 8 — DINNER BANTER

SCENE 9 — DESSERT
SCENE 10 - MADRIGAL
SCENE 11- THE STORYTELLING O
SCENE 12— ENTERTAINMENT

SCENE 13 - FAREWELL

MUSICAL NUMB

SONG 1:  PRAISE BE TO GOD

SSIONAL

*Optional versesto “ Wassail Carol” are at the end of the script.

S
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AUTHOR’S NOTE

The author has written this show with versatility in mind. Every character can
be played by either male or female actors and scenes are listed alphabetically
to allow for easy manipulation and re-organization should the script be altered.
Feel free to add or cut whatever is necessary in order to show off your
theatrical group’s strengths. For example, all of the sung musical selections

you, OQ
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SCENE 1
AT RISE:

Lights are dim, JESTER enters. He/she speaks with an unnecessarily-
whimsical English accent.

divided between the two.) the
thdt...(JESTER accidentally spits
be your master of ceremonies! (Bo
morrow’s eve that your taste-buds sha
holes enchanted. Let it be
prepared for you all, and it
magnificent it can be rivale@
from the hand of
course, prepared by our
and reverence

If.) and tonight | shall
henceupon this very
e delighted and your ear-
n that a marvelous feast awaits
ucculence is so ridiculously
biblical manna delivered directly
ather, God Almighty!! It is, of
t humble chefs with the utmost humility

SONG 1: PRAISE BE TO GOD

(JESTER and

FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW.
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SCENE 2

JESTER: And now comes the much anticipated entrance into our night
of frolic and fancy — it is time for a few verses of rhyming whimsy,
as scribed by our very own poetic word-smith, Lord Fumbleton!
(Lord Fumbleton can be replaced with Lady Fumblemore, if female.)

Lord Fumbleton/Lady Fumblemore stumbles onstage with iece of
parchment paper. He/she is unkempt and dumpy an ith a
whiny Cockney accent.

FUMBLETON/FUMBLEMORE: ‘Ello, all. | WrDQef (Clears

throat, reads from PARCHMENT.)

Welcome all ye who have come fraim afar,
Braving highwaymen to dine with u

Most of you probably came here in a car—
If not, maybe a train or plane us.

Smiles dumbly with pride, ch @ ittle

It is my honor to read youtthis poem;

We plan on tickl bone.
Tonight you won'’t so rget, | do believe,
You're about to have a wonderful eve...ning.

Furrows brow @ sion; looks more closely at parchment paper.

With d verse, with rhyme and wit,

Let us entertain you for a bit.

We'll try not to keep you past your curfews,
But we’re eager to share our beautiful mus...ic.

Shuffles uncomfortably; chuckles awkwardly at audience. Glares very
closely at parchment and reads on.



THE MADRIGAL DINNER

Um...l could rhyme all night if | wanted to be a prig,
because my vocabulary is extremely...... big.

(Smugly.)

But | would not be a servant who is loyal
If I didn’t introduce our much-loved royal...ty.

Becomes enraged with parchment and tears it up. a bigismile
at audience.
Lords and Ladies! May | introduce to you, the r¢ @ of King Henry!
(Throws parchment bits into the air.)

SCEN
SONG 2: ROYAL FANFARE A ROCESSIONAL
(INSTRUMENTAL)
NOBILITY enters durin
KING and QUEEN first. As

remain standing. O
any other location to ta

NAL. They process in couples,
OBILITY arrives at the head table they
can file in with the procession or from
ir places for the dinner.

) the NOBILITY as they become visible.) King
dred and forty-secondthdt and Queen Isabelle!
Prince Artemis and Lady Fallowmore!

, just call me Artemis. | don’t need that title.

ght... the “Artemis” formerly known as “Prince,” and
owmore! Lord Canterbury and Lady Herringbone! Friar
Lawrence Xavier and Lady Elizabeth Rosemary! The Bard of
Galway and Lady Pennywhistle! Sir George the Valiant and Lady
Gretchen! Lord William Williams the Redundant and Lady Margaret
Peggy! Sir Earl, the Baron of Duke, Lord Duke, the Earl of Barrin
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and Sir Byron, the Duke of Earl! All rise and hear your lord, the
gracious King Henry!

AUDIENCE rises.

SCENE 4

MEMBERS.) And you two, whoever you are. (TO
Welcome to my very big castle! In this hall toni

| am a man of very few words, | shall call up ranslational skills
of one of my royal aids, Lord Willia iams; edundant. Lord
William, are you here?

WILLIAM/MARGARET: Yes, milord, | am present and here.

KING: Good. You will help me a toast to our esteemed guests.
WILLIAM/MARGARET: | wo b ored and venerated, sire.
(Bows. To AUDIENCE.) jesty hereby elevates his goblet,

C to those of you in receipt of the
ids you gesture similarly as insignia of
. (Looks to KING/QUEEN to continue.)

proffered in allegori
following well wishes, a
your equal mea

KING opens his mouth to speak but pauses, dumbfounded by the
translation. He his spouse, QUEEN for clarification.

inS10 KING.) ‘Please raise your goblets.’
5€ raise your goblets.

ALL raise goblets.
WILLIAM/MARGARET: (Raises goblet, to AUDIENCE.) May your

karma include assurance endowing a lifespan of an unnaturally
elongated nature,
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KING is again baffled and, after a pause of thought, turns to QUEEN
for help.

QUEEN: (To KING.) ‘May you live long.’
KING: (To AUDIENCE.) May you live long!
WILLIAM/MARGARET: May your aforementioned fate also include an

element of physical vigor and, aside from longevity, a general state
of well-being perpetuating through the previously id (and
correspondingly desired for) duration of survival.

KING is really confused after this one and looks rig w spouse for

another translation. Q
QUEEN: (To KING/QUEEN, now re h .) ‘May you be

healthy...?’
KING: (Mimicking his spouse’s uncertainty, to AUDIENCE.) May you
be healthy...!?

WILLIAM/MARGARET: Ma precursory two entreaties be
supplemented by a third and.ul hope that your destiny will
include any or all of the fo @ cets: Article one-A, may you --

0O

KING: (Interrupting.) very much, Lord William, your
course, your highness. (Bows.)

redundancy has been m
t us toast to one another! Wassail!

WILLIAM/MARGA :
KING: (To AUDIENCE.

ALL raise GO d drink.
SON CAROL
(AL

ALL:

WASSAIL, WASSAIL ALL OVER THE TOWN

OUR TOAST IT IS WHITE AND OUR ALE IS BROWN
OUR BOWL IT IS MADE OF THE WHITE MAPLE TREE
WITH THE WASSAIL BOWL WE'LL DRINK UNTO THEE

COME, BUTLER, COME FILL US A BOWL OF THE BEST
THEN WE HOPE THAT YOUR SOUL IN HEAVEN MAY REST

10
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BUT IF YOU DO DRAW US A BOWL OF THE SMALL
THEN DOWN SHALL GO BUTLER, SMALL BOWL AND ALL

WASSAIL, WASSAIL ALL OVER THE TOWN

OUR TOAST IT IS WHITE AND OUR ALE IS BROWN

OUR BOWL IT IS MADE OF THE WHITE MAPLE TREE WITH THE WASSAIL BOWL
WE'LL DRINK UNTO THEE

SCENE 5
The FIRST COURSE is served.

JESTER: Lords and Ladies, please be seated
may dine, let us offer a blessing to our gr rd“God for our
tremendous feast this eve. (To F /S Friar Lawrence
Xavier (FRIAR LAWRENCE XAVIER can b bstituted for SISTER
ELIZABETH ROSEMARY, if female.) would/you grace us with a
prayer?

FRIAR/SISTER: (Stands.) It w
bow your heads. (ALL bow
Lord God, we humble our
thanks for all the
your unending genero
behavior we ar

Before we

be my most humble honor. Please
Gracious and most reverent
efore thee on this day to give you
you have bestowed upon us in
d“we beg forgiveness for the glutinous
play as we gorge ourselves on the
fatted calf. And m u grant us mercy when we suckle the fruits
of our servant’s labor, forthey have seasoned this meal with the salt
of their brow, me cases, literally...In your most holy name we

pray.

E BE TO GOD FIRST REPRISE

FRIAR/SISTER:

PRAISE BE TO GOD,

ALL:

FROM WHOM ALL BLESSING FLOW.

FRIAR/SISTER: Amen. Let the feast begin! Enjoy! (Sits.)

11
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Pause here to serve the first course and eat. About 8-12 minutes.
SCENE 6

JESTER: Lords and Ladies! May | have your attention, please. The
King is now ready for the main course! Before we serve it,

CANTERBURY: Of course... (Stan

KING: Lord Canterbury...say, how di

CANTERBURY: Well, it's funny you ask, actually. | once tried to inter
a dead horse on the land of hospitable lord.

KING: Well... what happened?,

CANTERBURY: He said, ‘Sir @ aid you cant-er-bury him here.’

ALL groan painfully.

KING: Please, Lord Ca ury, do go on with the Dining Rules.

CANTERBURY: As you wish, milord. (Produces a piece of parchment
s and Ladies, | hereby proclaim the royal Rules
h by his highness, King Henry. One! Guests
ilverware set out upon the table in place of their
Sloppy eating, drooling or raucous behavior
discouraged. Three! Belching or flatulence in the

presence of His Majesty, the King, will result in execution!

KING: (Interjecting.) Ah, ah, ah...!

CANTERBURY: (Rolling eyes.) ...unless His Majesty is engaged in
contest. Four! Cursing, swearing or any foreign language is not
allowed...especially French. (ALL murmur scornfully at the mention
of “French.”) And five! If any guests feel the need to relieve

12
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themselves, they may use the royal “throne room” down the hall
instead of going on His Majesty’s expensive tapestries. (Aside to
FUMBLETON.) I'm talking to you, Lord Fumbleton (If Lord
Fumbleton is female, another male character can be substituted
here. CANTERBURY sits.)

SCENE 7
JESTER: Yes, of course, thank you good sir. And now; s and
Ladies, may | present to you tonight’s main cour s offstage.)

Bring forth the Boar’s Head!
FRIAR/SISTER: (Stands.) Wait, wait! Not so f
JESTER: What?

FRIAR/SISTER: Before we bring forth
let us join hands once more in reverent pray
and love of God we are nothing but'Si

JESTER: | suppose so. All right then, all

e, humble Jester,
For without the grace

your heads.

ALL bow heads.

Thank you for readin rpt from MADRICAL DINNER by

Kevin Kelleher. For perfor rights and/or a complete copy of the

ript, please contact us at:

Brooklyn Publishers, LLC

248 - Cedar Rapids, lowa 52406
-888-473-8521 - Fax (319) 368-8011
www.brookpub.com
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