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LOVE IN A FISH BOWL
A Ten Minute Comedy Duet
By Deanna Ableser

and their future. In a sweet ending, they agree to decid
some manner may in fact be the most helpful ans

down to it.
CAST OF CHARACTE
(1 female, 1\male)
YOUNG MAN (M) ..covevveveeenrennnnen e 18; Just about to graduate high
Nﬂfhool. Very nice looking and
ell dressed. Sweet and kind

demeanor, nervous temperament
in general. (72 lines)

18; Just about to graduate high
school. Very nice looking and
well dressed. Also very sweet
and kind but a bit more
adventurous. (69 lines)

SETTI} rger joint.

SET: A e, two chairs, and an ordering counter.
PROPS
O Menu
O Cell Phone
O Food/Trays
[ Ring in Ring Box



DEANNA ABLESER 3

AUTHOR NOTES

Simple and clear staging is essential for this piece, but what is most essential
is the connection between the two actors. I would suggest having your two

words can be substituted to fit your production needs.
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AT RISE: YOUNG MAN and YOUNG WOMAN are sitting across from
each other at a table.

YOUNG MAN: We've been in the same class since kindergarten.

YOUNG WOMAN: Yep.

YOUNG MAN: It seems kinda silly, doesn't it?

YOUNG WOMAN: A bit. But | guess people think we don’tthave any
other options.

YOUNG MAN: (Passing menu over to YOUNG WO
been about the same since we were in 6
remember that we swore they had the best
our entire life.

YOUNG WOMAN: They’re still prett d fr ean, for a local
burger joint.

YOUNG MAN: | don’t want to feel you have to stay here just
because.

YOUNG WOMAN: I'm not sta here just because. Seriously. Stop
it. Let's have a good time.vINe anyone’s forcing us to get
married after this date.

YOUNG MAN: (Slightl

YOUNG WOMAN: | hear

YOUNG MAN: |k

YOUNG WOMAN:
Really, it was simply a

YOUNG MAN: W,

YOUNG WOM know | have to order the fries. It's a given.

: cheeseburger. Hold the onions and tomato.
auce. But not overly drippy.

: See, it’s not a bad thing to know each other so well.

hat’s true.

AN: They're gonna want us to fall in love. That's how

he menu’s
| think. |

2ath.) At least not yet.

YOUNG WO

things go.
YOUNG MAN: That wouldn’t be the worst thing in the world, would it?
YOUNG WOMAN: (Pausing very slightly.) Of course it wouldn’t.
YOUNG MAN: You're not just saying that, are you?
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YOUNG WOMAN: Seriously, you have got to chill out. We're just
having burgers. With fries. And extra sauce. Not overly drippy.

YOUNG MAN: I'll go place our order.

YOUNG WOMAN: And I'll be sitting here waiting. Not leaving. Staying.

YOUNG MAN: I’'m sorry. I'm a bit nervous. | don’t know why.

YOUNG WOMAN: It's okay. Go order the food. | promisedtll be here.
Sitting down.

YOUNG MAN: Thanks.

YOUNG MAN goes to counter and orders food. Y MAN pulls
out cell phone and starts texting. YOUNG nd comes
back.

YOUNG MAN: (Slightly panicked.) You're ndf)texting to leave, are
you?
YOUNG WOMAN: | live right down the s . Take a breath.

YOUNG MAN: Sorry.
YOUNG WOMAN: Look, let's justp that there’s nothing invested

in this. We’re two long ter s having a couple of burgers and
fries.

YOUNG MAN: (Trying t | self down.) Right. | can do that.
Totally.

There is a short pause.

YOUNG MAN: not going out of town for college, are you?

is highly rated...and not far. | could live at home.
aves a lot of money.

YOUNG WOMAN: You really don’'t need to be nervous. | mean, as
much.

YOUNG MAN: | know.

There is a short pause.
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YOUNG WOMAN: I'm not sure I'm ready to leave here. It's been a
good run, so to speak.

YOUNG MAN: Not like it's over. You just said you might very well stay
here.

YOUNG WOMAN: | might. It's a possibility. Still, it's been a long time.
Stuck here. Sorta.

YOUNG MAN: [I've always been comfortable here_ [I've, always
enjoyed walking down the street and having people kn am,
what | do. It's a nice feeling.

YOUNG WOMAN: So, you're staying here? Go Q lege? The
whole thing.

YOUNG MAN: | don’t see much wrong with t

YOUNG WOMAN: Other than stayin .

YOUNG MAN: There’s nothing wrong with spending your whole life in
a small place.

YOUNG WOMAN: Except for being se th your classmate from
Kindergarten.

YOUNG MAN: | thought you sai 't a bad thing.

YOUNG WOMAN: It's not a pa g. I didn’t mean it that way.

YOUNG MAN: Do you s. Smith? From first grade?

YOUNG WOMAN: That’ ing'way back.

YOUNG MAN: B er her, right? | mean, she did some
think her hiding the Christmas elves in the
teacher’s lounge vendinggmachines might have been a bit much.
YOUNG WOMAN:gp(Chuckling.) She was a pretty awesome teacher.

YOUNG MAN: @ lived here her entire life. Raised her kids here.

All' t
: And that's what you want to do?
don’t really know. But it’s not like I'm opposed to it. |
out a pretty decent life here. Get married. Have a
family. Nice job.
YOUNG WOMAN: If things work out the way they’re supposed to.
YOUNG MAN: Living in a big city doesn’t guarantee that things are
going to work out the way they’re supposed to.
YOUNG WOMAN: Point taken.
YOUNG MAN: (Looking up at counter.) Looks like our food is ready.
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YOUNG WOMAN: They've always been very speedy here. Good
food, good service.

YOUNG MAN: Those are important things. (Pause.) I'll be right back.

YOUNG WOMAN: | told you | wasn’t going anywhere. You don’t have
to worry.

YOUNG MAN: Thanks for understanding.

YOUNG MAN goes up to get food and comes back withit. ands
her, her food.

YOUNG WOMAN: Thanks.

YOUNG MAN: It's the least | can do. - sihnce people are
expecting us to get married.

YOUNG WOMAN: | know.

YOUNG MAN: | guess when king and queen of
homecoming.
YOUNG WOMAN: In our grad g class of 12, remember?

YOUNG MAN: Still, it was a nice h

YOUNG WOMAN: It was.
YOUNG MAN: (Sligh a @ don’t suppose you'd consider a

second date with me.
YOUNG WOMAN:
YOUNG MAN: Bu be...and go with me on this one...maybe
people know something®pMaybe they know something we don't.
YOUNG WOMADR ou can’t be thinking people are psychic, are you?
YOUNG MAN @ t that. But seriously, you never know. Other
ale

hings we may not. (Pause.) Maybe that’'s why
You've always been nervous. | remember way

our first date.

YOUNG MAN:
enough times.

YOUNG WOMAN: | wasn’t trying to make fun or be mean.

YOUNG MAN: | know. (Pause.) So, how’s the food?

YOUNG WOMAN: Same as always. Good. Consistent. Probably
markedly unhealthy.

(Interrupting.) It's okay. | know there have been
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There is a short pause.

YOUNG WOMAN: It's going to be okay. Whatever we choose, right?
YOUNG MAN: You're a very smart and beautiful young woman.

Everything’s going to be good for you. Whatever you
YOUNG WOMAN: You've always known how to say the rig
YOUNG MAN: (Very under his breath.) It's what happens

had a crush on someone since kindergarten.
YOUNG WOMAN: Excuse me?
YOUNG MAN: What part did you hear?

YOUNG WOMAN: | heard the whole thing. O
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