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I DON’T KNOW WHICH PIECE TO PERFORM

A Comedic Monologue
by Tanner Dean

SYNOPSIS: What is funny? One earnest young performer ponders this on the
fly after coming to a speech meet unprepared. The performer will scour
through several mediums of entertainment in the hopes of making the audience
laugh, or at the very least not getting embarrassed off the stage. Find out if the
secrets of comedy are to be found in film, television, or the darke§t recesses
of the internet.

TIME: Present day
SETTING: High school speech competition

CAST OF CHA
(1 either)
PERFORMER (m/f) High school speech tournament
competitor

OPS
o
o
o

DIRECTOR’S NOTES

This piece’'was written as a monologue but can be modified as a duet, with the
other person playing the opposite character in some scenes (King Arthur, etc.).

SPECIAL THANKS
Thanks to my friend and former co-director Rikki for influencing me to finally

start to share my ideas, and to my dad for convincing me that a few of them
are actually good!
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PERFORMER: You, there... yes you. Hi, can you stop writing notes
for one second, maybe look up from your phone and pay attention,
please? Thanks. Now IF you’'ve been keeping up, it only took me
FOREVER to figure out what event | wanted to do for this wacky...
sport?

Now listen, if any of you don’t know about humorous monologues,
then let me give you a crash course. Everyone here is completely,
unequivocally, with a doubt; INSANE. Let me tell you something,
Les Misérables was written about the performers in this room.
That'’s the first thing that you need to know, the secondmisythat trying
to find a funny piece to perform is nigh impossibl

oupprobably just
ithout a second
, you don’t know
single humorous piece that

I know what you're thinking, “A young'u
whipped out your phone and looked it up
thought.” (Pause.) And that may be
the horrors of what | found. Here’s e
can be found online.

(Deep Breaths.) Hi! Qui main ‘eharacter here, and I'm about to

tell you all about my d&z @ blems.

(Switch to Lov Character.) I'm the love interest that the
main character hasyno chance with, has no personality, and is a rip-
n Girls character.

er.) There’s the obligatory pop culture reference.

(Ex ly energetic.) Hahaha, that's so funny, quirky main
character. I’'m the even quirkier second main character that has a
major personality disorder but it manifests itself in whimsical ways
so it's okay to laugh at me.

(Character switch.) And I'll tell you not to laugh at him since I’'m the
supporting character that’s relatable but also characterized, so I'm
still entertaining.



I DON’T KNOW WHICH PIECE TO PERFORM

(Back to normal.) Cue sixty seconds of manic chaos, two quick plot
twists to make it memorable and boom, there’s your humorous
piece.

Yeah, like you haven’t seen any of THAT before. I'm not going to
recycle that nonsense. Still, seeing as you all showed up, | still need
to perform something and I'll need to look elsewhere for inspiration.
Entertainment is all around us, more accessible than ever. | guess
| could perform an excerpt from a well-known book, but that would
be assuming that my English teachers have actually been doing

their jobs.... For instance, we just watched a movi week in
class saying... waaiitt... movies!! That’s what I'll ryone loves
movies. I'll just recreate a scene from a classic dy and that'll
win me the applause and validation | crav nd allow me

to set the mood.

(Incredibly dramatic.) Lights dimming sound, because by rule I'm
not allowed to turn the lightsfoff, zz reerrmmmm. (Booming
voice.) WELCOME TO HU US SOLO CINEMA.

(As King Arthur from ython and the Holy Grail, puts on
crown.) | am Arthur%i Britons!

(As Black Knig hall pass.

(King Arthur.) | command you as King of the Britons to stand aside!
| move for no man.

(King Arthur.) A scratch? Your arm’s off!

(Break scene.) Classic, but this doesn’t solve the problem of
originality. Let's unglue our shoes from this sticky movie theater
floor and try another movie.

(As lively grandmother.) How was school today, Napoleon?
(As Napoleon from Napoleon Dynamite, very glum.) The worst day
of my life, whaddya think?
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(Pause, break character.) Eh, this is funny to some, but between
you and me... this is more like the attitude you’ll find over in the
dramatic side of things. Gotta keep things up beat!

(Starts Singing, dance across stage.) When there’s something
strange in the neighborhood. Who ya gonna call? (Turn around to
find no one.)

Ah, that’s right this movie is all about the ensemble and let’s be real,
I’'m so lonely, | bought shares in the stock market s Id have
some company. | need something that’'s funny st mer.. I've
got it! Spirit of Buddy the EIf, help me now...

(Incredibly excited.) SANTA!! Oh, my good 's Santa Claus!
Santa’s here! (Points to person in lencew™Wait... you’re not
Santa. You stink. You smell like beef andjcheese. You sit on a
throne of lies!
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