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GROOVE-A-RELLA
By ToniAnn Guadagnoli

SYNOPSIS: Lace up your go-go boots and get ready for a new twist on a
classic! Rock and roll singer Johnny Rocket needs a date to a big awards show,
and his manager, Max Slick, books him a gig on the Dating Game TV show
to find the lucky girl. The contestants? The insufferable Rella sisters, Prunella
and Stella, and their shy stepsister, Cindy. Too bad Mrs. Rella, Cindy’s
stepmother, doesn’t want her going on the show and leaves her at hgme to wax
the floor! With some help from a Groovy Godmother and her back@p singers,
' will the
hunky Johnny Rocket choose to take her to the awards ull oftwists,

show is full of

Cindy gets a fab makeover and new boots made for walki

turns and a surprise ending that will keep ‘em guessin

rock ‘n' roll fun!

CINDY RELLA (f).ccccoveveeenne € 60’s version of Cinderella—She is a
eek¥@nd innocent character. (Ideal if she
n sing.) (64 lines)

he 60’s version of Prince Charming—

JOHNNY ROCKET (m).*
He is an easy-going character. (Ideal if he
can sing.) (71 lines)

MAX SLICK(m) ..o Johnny’s publicist and future superstar—
Though Johnny is technically the “lead,”
Max’s character must be played by the
stronger male actor. He must have the
ability to command the audience’s
attention. He’s very animated, funny, and
needs to lip-sync and  dance.
(57 lines)

GROOVY GODMOTHER (f)........ Cindy’s Fairy Godmother—This role is
best suited for an older or more mature
actress that can embody the “groovy”
60’s attitude. (28 lines)



TONIANN GUADAGNOLI 3

MRS. RELLA (f) ccovveieeieieieee Cindy’s evil stepmother—This role is
best suited for an older or more mature
actress. She needs to be sophisticated, but
also nasty and snide. (24 lines)

STELLA RELLA (f).ccovvevveiennne. Cindy’s evil stepsiste—Actress should
be loud and obnoxious. (17 lines)

PRUNELLA RELLA (f).....ccc........ Cindy’s evil stepsiste—Actress should
be loud and obnoxious. (17 lines)

JANICE (£).vevvivviiieiieieieieieieienn, The  Dating Game  Contestant

Coordinator—She needs to s

nasal voice and has a knowei attitude.
She is not fazed by rities
(25 lines)

EMCEE (m/f) .coiviiiiiieieceee Dating Game ¢ he must speak

clearly. He/s ¢ index cards for

S

almost g7 a gking  parts, so
memorigation not an issue for this
r. (3
PRESS PERSON #1 (m)............. "Male member of the press. (6 lines)
PRESS PERSON #2 (f)........, Female member of the press who needs to

aint” frequently. (6 lines)
PRESS PERSON #3 (m)W,..8 ale member of the press. (2 lines)
BACK-UP SINGER@hinGE). . ....... Needs to lip-sync and back-up dance.

(2 lines)

BACK-UP SINGER #2 (P............. Needs to lip-sync and back-up dance.
(21lines)

BAC X () PR Needs to lip-sync and back-up dance.
(21ines)

DAN M (/f) e Optional. (No lines)
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MUSIC SELECTIONS

This play may contain suggestions for the performance of a musical work
(either in part or in whole) or a sound recording. Heuer Publishing LLC has
not obtained performing rights of these works. The direction of such works is
a playwright’s suggestion, and the play producer should obtain such
permissions on their own. The website for the U.S. copyright office is
www.copyright.gov or contact www.bmi.com, www.ascap.com or
www.nmpa.org accordingly.

SOUNDS

Phone ring

Car horn beep 02
ound

Car engine driving
Gong or Dating Game end of sho

O o o o

SUGGESFED SO

O Austin Powers Them
played between set

o Dating Game S

o “Tell Him” iters

o “T’'ve Got YouBabe” by Sonny & Cher

o €t

i

ng ul Bossa Nova (Optional: to be
Swith curtain closed)
ong

he Action Is” by Freddy Cannon (Optional: Dance Scene)
¢ You” by Frankie Valli
6ots Are Made for Walking” by Nancy Sinatra (Curtain
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SETS AND PROPS

OPENING “STREET” SCENE

O

O
O
O

Cameras

Notepads/pens

Microphones for Press People
Books for Cindy to carry

RELLA FAMILY HOME

O o o o

O oo oo

Two chairs (60’s style)

Hand-held mirror

End table next to chair with a rotary phone on it

Folding screen (for Cindy to change behind—h nd outfit must
include go-go boots)

60’s magazine

Nail polish bottle/nail files

Bucket and rag

Small shag rug on floor

Fog machine (optional, when beetleis* magically” changed
into a VW Beetle)

A large cardboard ¢ @ a VW Beetle that Cindy can “drive” off
stage in

Picture of uld be in Cindy’s pocket for Act One, Scene
3)

DATING

tor’s chairs or stools for bachelorettes
ition separating them from the Emcee & bachelor
§cat for the bachelor
Backdrop has groovy flowers and the words “Dating Game”
Podium and microphone for the Emcee
Clipboard and tissues for Janice
A long blond wig for Bachelorette #3
Johnny needs to be wearing a jacket or vest
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SEARCH FOR CINDY
o Three doors (either cardboard or wooden, one is decorated very girly)
o Plastic cleaver and rubber chicken for Groovy Godmother

ROCK ‘N’ ROLL AWARDS SHOW

Microphone
o Trophy for Johnny
o  Guitar for Max
o Award envelope

Praise and thanks to God for this gift. Withou
through Him, anythingff's po

nothing, but

For Director-extraordinaire, en Carrese” without your request

for a play, Groove-a-rella W ve hever been written. Thank you
for your confid ig me. 18 s been groovy, baby!
To the 2010 Dixon'Rla S Dixon Intermediate School in
Pace, FL than r your outstanding performances and for

come to life. You certainly put the “ ooh” and
aah” in Groove-a-rella!
—ToniAnn Guadagnoli
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ACT ONE, SCENE 1

SETTING:
A city street. This scene can be played in front of the curtain.

AT RISE:

JOHNNY ROCKET, a 1960s, handsome but humble rock star, is being
ambushed by three members of the media (holding cameras,
microphones and notepads). He is accompanied by his record
producer/publicist, MAX, an animated guy who is focused on promoting
JOHNNY'S career. They stop briefly to answer a few q

PRESS PERSON #1: Johnny, is it true that you Jasmine Star
broke up?

JOHNNY looks to his publicist while thefCame ap pictures in his
face.

JOHNNY shakes his hea
CINDY RELLA, a dis

MAX: (Excitedly.) Yes, it's tru Johnny is single again.
pks down. He's totally embarrassed.

O
@ with glasses and a dirty dress, is

holding books in nd not watching where she is going. She
accidentally bumps intg JOHNNY and drops her books.

CINDY: (F @ .) Oh, I'm so sorry. Excuse me.
4.@

MAX: (To the press.) You know, he rocks out about his heartbreak in
his new album. It's due in stores tomorrow. It's far out!

own at her and continues talking.

JOHNNY hurriedly collects all her books and holds onto them as he
hands them to her one at a time and they gaze at each other for a
second.

JOHNNY: No, it's okay. Here.
CINDY: Thank. You. (Sigh.)



8 GROOVE-A-RELLA

CINDY pauses, looks up at MAX and hurries off. Oblivious to what just
happened, the PRESS continues with their questions.

PRESS PERSON #2: (Nervously.) First, let me just say that | am a
huge fan, Mr. Rocket.

JOHNNY: (Smiles graciously.) Thank you.

PRESS PERSON #2: (Fans herself with her papers.) And second, do
you know who you will be taking to the Rock ‘n’ Roll Awards Show?
I...I heard you are singing one of your new songs.

JOHNNY: Yes, I'll be singing one of my songs, hop ballad.
(JOHNNY shoots a glance toward MAX, and M. irks @t him.)
And no, | don't know who | am going to the sho .

PRESS PERSON #3: So you don't have ad

JOHNNY: Ah, no.

MAX responds to the press through gritted teeth, looking at JOHNNY,
while JOHNNY stands with his arghs crossée”

MAX: The song Johnny sipgsawill b&one of his rock hits, since that's
what his fans want to m 4 X turns to face the press.) As for his
date, Johnny is act hinking about going on The Dating Game

am?

to find himself

JOHNNY: (Shocked" /

MAX: (To \Y.) You are. (To PRESS.) Wouldn't that be fab? Just
think of B lucky bachelorette that Johnny picks. Maybe it will

; oints to PRESS PERSON #2.)

SON #2: (Points to herself.) Really? Me?

PRESS PERSON #2 “faints” and is caught by PRESS PERSON #3.
JOHNNY: But Max, I...
MAX: (Interrupts.) That's right, everybody, tell your friends. Johnny's

album is going to be in stores tomorrow....

PRESS PERSON #3 helps steady PRESS PERSON #2.
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MAX: Go out and buy one, 'cause he's singing his songs just for you!
PRESS PERSON #2: (Points to herself.) Really, for me?
MAX: Yup.

PRESS PERSON #2 faints again and #3 catches her again. JOHNNY
pulls MAX away from the PRESS.

PRESS PERSON #1: Wait, Johnny, so we'll see you on The Dating
Game, then?

MAX: (Calls back to the PRESS.) Oh yeah, it's gonna be groQvy, baby.

The PRESS run off, chatting about JOHNNY bei The '®ating

Game.

JOHNNY: (To MAX.) Max, | am not going on @ ing Game to find
a date. How embarrassing!

MAX: Look, man, you're Johnny Rocket, Imagine the babes that'd be
dying to go out on a date with?you. , I'd date you if | was a

chick.
@ can't hurt to try. And besides, you
. 1tid_help with your record sales.

JOHNNY: Huh?
MAX: You know what |
You know, Max, I'd like to make some
areer, too. | told you | don't want to “rock it out”

could use the TV ti
JOHNNY: (Disa i
decisions about

ventriloquist. Imitating JOHNNY.) You are, Max. You're the best.
(JOHNNY rolls his eyes. MAX pinches his cheeks.) Aw, thanks,
Johnny, so nice of you to appreciate everything I've done for you.

JOHNNY shakes his head.
JOHNNY: | don't understand why you don't just become a singer.

You'd make a much better celebrity than | do. You're so good at all
this media stuff, and me, well, | just hate it.
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MAX: (Pause.) Yeah, well, we can't all be famous, now can we?
JOHNNY shrugs his shoulders.

MAX: Let's go. We have things to do over at the recording studio.
JOHNNY nods his head in agreement and the pair walk off stage.

ACT ONE, SCENE 2

SETTING:
The home of the RELLA family. A simple room that ists ofva table
with two chairs, a handheld mirror, a lounging chair, ne on an end

table next to the lounge chair, and a folding scfe SS behind).

AT RISE:
CINDY RELLA is dressed in the same\gaggedy dress, scrubbing the
floor while her mean step-sisters, STELL PRUNELLA RELLA are
sitting on the floor, painting th Is. MRS. RELLA, CINDY's wicked
stepmother, is reading a ile sitting in a lounge chair. The
phone rings on the table er. CUE PHONE RING.

MRS. RELLA: Ci r the phone! Prunella and Stella are busy.
CINDY loo grily.” The phone rings again.
MRS rry up, or they're gonna hang up!

CIND S her hands on her dress and stumbles over to answer the
phone.

CINDY: (Into the phone.) Hello, Rella residence, Cindy speaking, how
can | help you?

JANICE, the Dating Game Contestant Coordinator, is on the other line
of the phone. She is standing off to the side of the stage. She is
extremely nasal, obviously suffering from a cold, and is not thrilled with
her job.



TONIANN GUADAGNOLI 11

JANICE: Hello. Achoo!!

CINDY: Oh, God bless you.

JANICE: Thank you. Hi, my name is Janice, and I'm the contestant
coordinator for The Dating Game. You said this is the Rella
residence?

CINDY: Yes, ma'am.

JANICE: | am calling to notify the Rella sisters that the three of them
have been chosen to be contestants on this week's Dating Game
show.

CINDY: Really?

MRS. RELLA: Cindy, who's on the phone?

CINDY points one finger at her step-mother jist a minute.”

JANICE: Yes, well, uh, due to the flu outbreak I eem to be having

trouble filling the slots. And, achoo! Excuselime. We are simply out
of options. Are all the Rellas [thy?

CINDY glances over at hergsisters, smjrks, then answers.

CINDY: Oh, yes, ma'

JANICE: Achoo!! good.

MRS. RELLA: (Sho8i§s.) | said, who is on the phone? (MRS. RELLA
throws déWrner magazine and stands up to face CINDY.) Give me

LA grabs the phone out of CINDY's hand. Nastily.)

o is?

)h, er, hi, my name is Janice, and I'm the contestant

gator for The Dating Game. Is this one of the Rella sisters?

MRS. RELLA: (Sweetly.) No, but this is their mother. What can | help
you with?

JANICE: Well, your daughters have been chosen to be on The Dating
Game show tonight. Do you think they can be ready in a few hours?

MRS. RELLA: Of course they can. (Covering the phone, yells to her
daughters.) Girls! You are going to be on The Dating Game tonight!
Hurry up and get yourselves ready.

healthy as horses.

PRUNELLA and STELLA jump up and dance around each other.
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PRUNELLA: Yahhooo!!! Stella! We're going on The Dating Game.

STELLA: Woo hoo!!! Dating Game, here we come!! But... (STELLA
pulls the phone out of her mother's hands.) ...who's the bachelor?
What does he look like?

JANICE: I'm afraid | can't tell you his name, but | can tell you that he's
a famous celebrity.

STELLA: Oh my God, a celebrity!! Prunella, he's famous!!

PRUNELLA: Famous? Oh my God, maybe it's Johnny Rocket!

STELLA drops the phone. MRS. RELLA screams witl as they
Jjump up and down excitedly.

MRS. RELLA: Johnny Rocket!

MRS. RELLA puts her arms around hegdalg #and they all jump
around in a circle.

PRUNELLA: We're going on te with Johnny. We're going on a
date with Johnny.

JANICE: Um, hello? Hell @ ody there?

STELLA halts the

k again, stinky Stella, he's going to pick moi.
yeah, well, we'll just see about that, Ms. Dried Plumella.

The girls hold up their fists ready to fight. MRS. RELLA breaks it up.

MRS. RELLA: Girls, girls, it doesn't matter which one of you he picks.
We all get to meet him, and whoever wins can bring him home. And
he will get to spend time with ALL of us.

STELLA and PRUNELLA look sickened by the idea of their mother
wanting to get to know JOHNNY. But they quickly push each other out
of the way to grab the mirror. CINDY picks the phone up off the floor.
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CINDY: Hello? Are you still there?

JANICE: Yes. Achoo!!! Just make sure the girls are here by 6 p.m.
sharp.

CINDY: Okay, thank you. I'll tell them.

MRS. RELLA: Cindy, what are you doing on the phone? My girls need
to look their best.

CINDY: Of course, ahem, Mother.

CINDY slowly hangs up the phone.

PRUNELLA: Cindy! Get me my best dress.
STELLA: Cindy, you need to help me first!
PRUNELLA: | asked first, and | need my hair,
STELLA: Oh, me too. | think | should wear it

CINDY: But...

MRS. RELLA: But what? What are youpwaiting for?

CINDY: Well, I...

MRS. RELLA: (Mimics CIND Il, I... Spitit out, girll We don't have
time for this.

CINDY: | don't know if I @ nough time to get ready if | have to
help Prunella and 13

STELLA, PRUNELLANand MRS. RELLA stop, look at each other, and
laugh hysti

y girl. What makes you think you need to get ready?
t going to be on The Dating Game.
NBt...but the lady on the phone said the Rella girls, and well,

MRS. RELLA: (Sarcastically interrupts.) But...but...the lady on the
phone. Wake up, Cindy!

MRS. RELLA grabs the mirror and holds it in front of CINDY so she
can look at herself.
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MRS. RELLA: Look at yourself, girl. You aren't pretty enough to be on
The Dating Game! You actually think Johnny Rocket would pick
you? Puh-leez! Besides, you have work to do!

CINDY turns to face MRS. RELLA.

CINDY: Work? But | just finished scrubbing the floor like you asked.
MRS. RELLA: Well, good, 'cause now it needs to be waxed, and the

silver needs to be polished, and the gutters need to be cleaned out.
CINDY: The gutters? But the roof is wet. What if | slip?

MRS. RELLA: Look, the fact that you are clumsy is n roblem.
But before you do any of those things, you ne get i that
bedroom and help your step-sisters to look th best. They

RS. RELLA
eed much help

have a date tonight. And as a matter of faci
looks at herself in a mirror.) But thankfull
getting pretty. Some people are just gorn wi

CINDY gives her a look that couldkill an s to stomp off stage.

BLACKOUT.
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ACT ONE, SCENE 3

SETTING:
The same.

AT RISE:

CINDY is on her hands and knees waxing the floor. She stops to cry.
She buries her face in her hands. She pulls a picture of JOHNNY
ROCKET out of her pocket.

CINDY: Oh, Johnny, | can't believe I'm missing out on ance to
finally meet you. When you looked into my ey othewday...
(She hugs the photo and sighs.)

GROOVY GODMOTHER: (Offstage.) Who s e to miss out

on your chance?
CINDY: (Startled.) Who said that?
GROOVY GODMOTHER: | did.

GROOVY GODMOTHER and dteRghree BACK-UP SINGERS step on
stage.

CINDY: Oh my! Who
GROOVY GODM
CINDY: My what?

'm your groovy godmother, baby!

: Well, you sounded like a desperate girl, and
1y | help girls just like you to get their groove back.

girl, and we're here to help make it happen.

CINDY: But, I'm just so, uh, so not hip. | mean, look at me! | need so
much work! My hair, my clothes, | don't even have a car. How will |
get to The Dating Game on time?

GROOVY GODMOTHER: Listen, girl, I've worked with a lot worse.
Believe me, | can do this with my eyes closed. Did you ever hear of
a girl named Marilyn Monroe?

CINDY: Marilyn Monroe? Of course. She's gorgeous.
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GROOVY GODMOTHER: Yep. Well, I'm the one who gave that flower
her power!

CINDY: Wow. Really? You?

GROOVY GODMOTHER: Yup. Oh, and that genie in the bottle chick?

CINDY: Her, too?

GROOVY GODMOTHER: Heck yeah! I'm the one that she wished for.

CINDY: Really?

GROOVY GODMOTHER: Ugh, her pad was the worst. How she
expected to nab that astronaut before we got to her, I'll never know.
Isn't that right, girls?

BACK-UP SINGER #1: Mmhmm.

BACK-UP SINGER #2: She had no chance withou

GROOVY GODMOTHER: Girl, you may be kno Cindy Rella
now, but when we get through with y 'Nbe known as
Groooooove-a-Rella!

CINDY: Wow. So you can help me, theg”

GROOVY GODMOTHER: Of course t

CINDY: But wait! There's one m prob

GROOVY GODMOTHER: W at?

CINDY: |, uh, well, | mea gver really talked to a guy before. And,
uh, Johnny Rocket. He @ » dreamy. (Sigh.) If | get to meet him,
what do | say?

GROOVY GODM hat do you say? WHAT DO YOU SAY?
Girls, what shoul e say?

#1:"You tell him. Tell him how you feel.

#3: Tell him that you love him.

e enough time?

Back-up singers lip-sync and dance to the song. CINDY and GROOVY
GODMOTHER go behind a dressing screen where CINDY changes
into her groovy outfit (complete with go-go boots). By the time the song
is over, the pair come out from behind the screen with CINDY all done

up.
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GROOVY GODMOTHER: Wow girl, you are Groo. With a capital Vee.
(GROOVY GODMOTHER holds up a mirror for CINDY and she
gasps.)

CINDY: It doesn't even look like me.

GROOVY GODMOTHER: Cindy, you were always beautiful. I'm good,
but I'm not THAT good. You just needed to see it for yourself.

CINDY: This is incredible. How can | ever thank you?

GROOVY GODMOTHER: Look, girl, you've just got to believe in
yourself. You'd be surprised at how differently people treat you
when they can see your inner beauty shining through.

CINDY: Thank you so much, Groovy Godmother!

The pair hug.

GROOVY GODMOTHER: Okay, okay, enou talk. You've got
a boy waiting to meet you.

CINDY: Right. Oh, but how will | get thexe?

GROOVY GODMOTHER: Don't worry 'b at. We've got it all under
control. Alright, girls, you k hat to do.

The BACK-UP SINGERSISs around on the floor.

BACK-UP SINGE n't see one.
GROOVY GODMO R: Oh, you know there's one down there
w, just keep looking.

#3 finds a beetle.
BACK- INGER #3: | found one!
She hands it to the GROOVY GODMOTHER, who shows it to CINDY.

CINDY: Eww, a beetle?

GROOVY GODMOTHER: Look, we don't have time to search for a
Mustang or a Barracuda, now do we? So we're gonna have to do
the best with what we've got.

CINDY: So what are you going to do with it?
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GROOVY GODMOTHER: Just watch and see. I'm going to put this
over here and... (GROOVY GODMOTHER places the “beetle” on
the floor and feels around her body for a piece of paper.) Now,
where did | put that spell? (She pulls out the paper from up her
sleeve. She takes out her glasses and reads the spell.) Bam glam,
peace man, true love won't wait, beatniks, cool chicks, Groove-a-
rella's got a date, blue slug beetle bug, psychedelic glide, flower
power, now's the hour, Cindy's got to ride.

She waves her hands and BANG! The “beetle” becomes a Valkswagen
Beetle (either a wooden or cardboard cut-out).

CINDY: Oh, wow!! A Bug. | love these cars!

GROOVY GODMOTHER: Far out, right?

CINDY: Definitely!

GROOVY GODMOTHER: Okay. It's tighe Tor 0 go. Good luck,
foxy lady.

CINDY: Thanks again, Groovy moth

The pair hug.

GROOVY GODMOT : emember, tell him.
CINDY: Right. By

CINDY “ge e bug and waves goodbye out the car window.
CUE AND CAR ENGINE SOUNDS.

BLAC
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Thank you for reading this free excerpt from Groove-A-Rella
by ToniAnn Guadagnoli. For performance rights and/or a
complete copy of the script, please contact us at:

Brooklyn Publishers, LLC
P.O. Box 248 - Cedar Rapids, lowa 52406
Toll Free: 1-888-473-8521 « Fax: (319) 368-8011

www.brookpub.com !
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