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A GLORIOUS DAY
A Ten Minute Comedy Duet
by Joseph Sorrentino

SYNOPSIS: This is another Frankenharry Play. Frank, an aspiring
playwright has finally written what he believes is his master work and has
been able to get Harry, a theatrical legend in his own mind, to g a reading.
While asserting that all he wants to do is serve Frank and,the play, what
Harry really wants to do is rewrite the whole thing and get back orner
deli for some more coffee and danish.

CAST OF CHARACTE
(2 males)

SN (D) N Aw

his mid to 0’s (110 lines)
HARRY (M) oot re of a blue-collar type. Again, age is

*The age really isn
difference between t

DIRECTOR’S NOTES

in the Frankenharry series, in this play they don’t
by reputation. Frank is absolutely convinced that
itten is perfect as it is, although he wants to collaborate
his input. Harry, however, thinks the play needs work
(although heghasn’t actually read it) and is more than willing to give his
advice. Whether Frank wants it or not. A congenial atmosphere at the
beginning breaks down fairly rapidly.
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BY JOSEPH SORRENTINO

PROPERTY LIST

Two chairs
One small desk
A phone

Two scripts

Two bags, one has two coffees, the other some danish

Each actor should have a pen or pencil

Matches

Empty coffee cup (paper take-out kind)

Pack of cigarettes Q

>
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AT RISE: They're meeting in a room; stage can be empty except for
the desk and two chairs.

FRANK: (Speaking into a phone, looks at watch.) It's almost two
hours. Two hours! I'm starving...(Turns coffee cup upside
down.)...worse than that, no coffee...| am dying for a cup. Actors!

HARRY walks on. He carries two bags, one with coffe er with
danish.

FRANK: (Into the phone.) Gotta go. Miracle of mi e’s here.
HARRY: Sorry I'm late. Hope | didn’t hold yo
FRANK: Well...

HARRY: | stopped at that deli on the way ove
FRANK: Look, | need to ask you...

HARRY: You know, that one on the c

FRANK: [ really need to tell you...
HARRY: ...thought you might Ii%e.
FRANK: ...if we're going to woarkateg r...A what?

HARRY: Coffee. | stopped f @ Y

FRANK: Oh...That's ve
HARRY:
FRANK:
HARRY:
FRANK:
HARRY:
FRANK:

HARE

FRANK? 2 me?

HARRY: ake cream and sugar?

FRANK: No. Idrink it black.

HARRY: Oh I am sorry. These both have cream and sugar.

FRANK: That's OK.

HARRY: No, no...my mistake...shouldn’t assume...Look, lemmee run
right back out and get you one. Black.

FRANK: No, don't bother.
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HARRY: No bother at all.

FRANK: I can drink it...

HARRY: It's just on the corner. It'll only take a minute.

FRANK: No, really I can...

HARRY: You wanna get started, don't ya? Tell you what, we’'ll read
your script then we’ll go and talk about it over coffee. Whaddya
say?

won't...

HARRY: (Sips both coffees.) No...lotsa cream andgs
you wouldn't like these. We’'ll get you that cup
baby up. Now you wanted to ask me somethi

FRANK: Oh...well...Yeah...I would like...

HARRY: Danish?

FRANK: Excuse me?

HARRY: Would you like a danish?

FRANK: Well...tell you the truth, I am

HARRY: That deli, the one | stopped at for coffee, they had these
great lookin’ danish.. couldn%know | shouldn’t. The wife's
always on me to watch I but...I don’t know if they're
chocolate or prune.

FRANK: | hope it's cho

HARRY: (Bites into one.

prune.

need it but me...Tell you what, when we're
b a couple of danish with that coffee.

FRANK? well it's nothing really...
HARRY: Nojygo ahead.

FRANK: Well, it's about being on time...

HARRY: I'm sorry. Do you mind if | smoke? The wife’s always on
me to quit but...

FRANK: [just did. Two weeks ago.

HARRY: Congratulations. What's your secret?

FRANK: No secret really. | just...
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HARRY: You have matches?

FRANK: No.

HARRY: Ah. So, tell me how you did it.

FRANK: Well | just...

HARRY: Never mind. (Takes matches out of pocket.) Here they
are.

FRANK: Oh...uh...you know, maybe we should just get started.

HARRY: You're excited, aren't you? | can tell. | can alwa:
someone’s thinkin’. The wife tells me that all the
always tell what someone’s thinkin’, Harry.” That’

FRANK: Does she.

HARRY: All the time. And I gotta tell ya, 'm e

FRANK: Well | think we have a chance

omething really

special here. A real collaboration. ar if | may be so
bold.

HARRY: See that? That's what it's all abogt...working on a new
script with an emerging playwrig vice? You hang in

there. ‘Cause I'm tellin’ ya, your, work is top shelf.

FRANK: Why thank you. Com&omsomeone with your theatrical
experience, |...

HARRY: Not that I've actua

FRANK: You've read the s
HARRY: You kiddi m here, aren’t 1?

FRANK: And?
HARRY: It's...well...You wrote this all by yourself?
FRANK: Ever

FRANK en shown it to anyone else yet. | wanted to just
know... gestate...grow...come into being without

because™pow | feel that a collaboration with an actor of your
caliber will bring it to full fruition and...

HARRY: Know what?

FRANK: What?

HARRY: | can tell you wrote this.

FRANK: Itis my voice, isn't it?

HARRY: No doubt about it.
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FRANK: If you have any suggestions | want to hear them. If there's a
problem...

HARRY: “Problem” is too strong a word, don’t you think? “Misgiving”
is better.

FRANK: That's really kind of you. Well, if you have
any...misgivings...

HARRY: Well, I'm sure there are going to be places that peed a little
tweaking. There always are, right? Maybe it'll needSjust a nip
here and a tuck there...I can't think of any right
come up as we read...

FRANK: You'll let me know?

HARRY: If you want me to.

FRANK: Oh, | do. Absolutely.

HARRY: Then I will. I’'m here to serve pl you—any way |
possibly can.

FRANK: That is just so great. It is just so exciting. Let’s start, shall
we?

HARRY: Actually, as | lo
embarassing. | missed it th
minor...well, it's right at the
the tone for the rest of the

FRANK: No, no. I'd lo

HARRY: | could tell

FRANK: | always
them a chance to ex

HARRY: It's the title.

FRANK: Yea

his over again...this is kind of
irst time. But there is one really
and, you know, it really sets

e best way to work with people is to give
s themselves in their own way, to...

HARRY: Misg

FRANK i

HARE

FRANK? 5 wrong with it?

HARRY: 's be honest here...with a title like “Exit”, you're not

exactly gonna pack ‘em in.

FRANK: I’'m not writing to “pack ‘em in.”

HARRY: Of course you're not. You're an artist. But you would like
to have a few people in the seats, wouldn’t you?
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FRANK: If people don't come to my play because my title is beyond
their meager realm of comprehension I'd rather they stay home
and watch their sitcoms or reality shows or soap operas or
whatever the heck it is people watch these days because..

HARRY: Wait. Here's a thought...just came to me...don't you just
love collaborations? They really get the sparks flyin’. “Entrance.”

That's much more inviting for an audience, don’t you,think? Tell
you what. It's yours...the title that is...if you want it.
FRANK: “Entrance.” But the play’s about...

HARRY: Hey...it ain't etched in stone. Take it hom ink abaut it.

FRANK: (Uses eraser and pencil to correct.) o kKnows?
Maybe it'll grow on me. Want to read?

HARRY: You bet. Because the rest of the pl

FRANK: Yes?

HARRY: (Bites danish.) ...wow...so d.

FRANK: Really? I'm flattered...

HARRY: These danish. They're jus . You're gonna love

.

em.

FRANK: Can't wait. Now if Wem.

HARRY: Absolutely...but therggisyus other point...

FRANK: Yes?

HARRY: The opening
character...the main ¢
bold...hasn’t he

let me ask, where ar
for the entire first act?

me if I'm wrong, but hasn’t my
cter...the star, if | may be so
entered a room with a dead body in it? And
u gonna get an actor to lie out on the floor

HARRY: Maybe I've overstepped my bounds. | just thought with
some thirty-odd years in the business and an untold number of
productions under my belt, maybe | could help you.
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