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CHARACTERS

JENNIFER Type-A student. Organized and neat, she is an efficient,
capable student

SUZANNE Creative and imaginative = messy. Fearless,
courageous and strong

CHRIS The peace-maker
**They are all close friends. Q

PROPS AND COSTU
LARGE garbage can ck

nack cakes
Three large garbage bags Small bag of carrot sticks
“Stuff” you find in lockers; 2 paintings preferably on
books, papers, folders anas
Three tupperware containers wi apled research paper with a
the dates written on them. (ie. big D- in red
10/5/2008)

Backpacks for each girl.
A package of chees

**Costumes should be ap riate school wear and give us clues as to
the girl's character traits and taste in clothing.

**SOUND FX: § @ ell. Opening and closing music

IRECTOR’S INSTRUCTIONS

The large ga e can should be half full so that by the time Suzanne
throws her locker “stuff” in it, she is able to stand on it without any trouble
or without sinking down into it.

**The Fourth Locker was a FINALIST for the Youth Education On Stage
Summer Shorts 2006 Williston, North Dakota Jack Dyville - B. Michael
Quale, Producers
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THE FOURTH LOCKER

by
Maureen Brady Johnson

SET: Four lockers: Stage Right, Right of Center, Left of Center and
Stage Left. One garbage can. The locker Left of Center stays
closed throughout the play.

AT RISE: Bell rings. Music plays ... perhaps “Scho . or
something equally sweet and upbeat. Three girls i

Stage Left, SUZANNE Center and JENNIFER Stag THEY
stop by their closed lockers, take out a garbage b open it
CHRIS has trouble opening hers.

(THEY open the lockers. JENNIFER’s is ct ized. Books and

papers fall out of the other two lockers @s soon as they are opened.)

SUZANNE: My life is in this locker.

JENNIFER: | don't know about you guys, glad to be cleaning out
my locker.
SUZANNE: This is the first time I ually cleaned it this year. I'm not

sure what I'm going to find.
JENNIFER: 1 love this job. It's
an adventure.
CHRIS: (Examining a Tupp
locker) Well, my

to look back on everything. It's

ontainer SHE's pulled out of her
udes something blue-green and fuzzy.

SUZANNE: ™3 y, you don’t know how tough a year can be . . . Miss
Homecoming Queen — Miss I'm On the Honor Roll, AGAIN . . . -Miss
Most Likely to Succeed. Your locker screams PERFECT.

CHRIS: (Taking more leftover containers out of her locker) If her’s
screams perfect, what's mine saying?

SUZANNE: “I'm a living breathing Biology experiment.” Why didn’t you
take any of those home and wash them?
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CHRIS: ‘Cause since the divorce, my mom doesn’t do dishes any more.
And most of the time | forgot they were in there. (CHRIS finds a
package of cheese crackers.) Ooh, cheese crackers. (SHE opens
them and eats one.) Want some?

SUZANNE: NO.

JENNIFER: EEEW!

SUZANNE: Chris, look at it this way . . . your locker will be only one
whose contents will make it into the 25" century.

CHRIS: Can | help it if my mom buys this stuff? Oh, my k what

JENNIFER: You do know that’s not real raspberry.

CHRIS: (Unwraps the HO HO and takes a bite.)d
food dye #2.

JENNIFER: Here. Try a carrot. | didn'te

SUZANNE: Dieting again? Better watg
have an eating disorder and reportjjou.

JENNIFER: That was 9" grade, this is

SUZANNE: ... For alot of things . . .

JENNIFER: Don't go there, Suz .
CHRIS: (Looks into her locker a%t a small canvas painting)
Whoa. Look what | found.
ped on the inside of my locker in

SUZANNE: Hey, that's mine.
September. Then it di
e. Look at the date. 12/12. She
r | liked the one she did for you.
e bottom of your locker since when?
weren’t her only friend.

gave it to me be
SUZANNE: And it's

get through

(Pause. SU and CHRIS return to cleaning out their lockers.)

SUZA ng for her painting) My painting’s got to be in here.
(More stuff fallS"out of her locker. SHE starts to toss stuff into the
garbage can. SHE gets more and more frantic as SHE throws books
and notebooks into the garbage. JENNIFER and CHRIS stop to watch.)

CHRIS: Here, you can have mine. You were a better friend to her than |
was.
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SUZANNE: (Stops. SHE picks up a graded research paper.
Sarcastically) Oh my. Look what | found . . . my paper on stem cell
research ... D-

JENNIFER: (SHE takes the paper.) You got a D-??? | read your paper.
It was good.

SUZANNE: | dared to disagree with my teacher. Did you guys ever sit
through a class loving the subject matter as the teacher glowly and

JENNIFER: There are no comments on this . . . just the
SUZANNE: He was a man of few words. He offered tose

if | had, Jeanne would be cleaning out her locker
CHRIS: Hey, he was way past giving Jeanne a le for what he
was doing. He was getting tired of her and
someone else. What she did actuall

SUZANNE: Too little, too late.
CHRIS: He’s in prison.

JENNIFER: You should save g
the garbage.) You mi :

the garbage) Wh is that painting?
ply and get in.

incomplete. | didn’t have time to get it

Where the
is full.

(SUZANNE sitS’on top of the garbage can looking at the painting.
CHRIS and JENNIFER stand on either side of her.)

SUZANNE: (Pause) She was a really incredible artist.

JENNIFER: Well, are we going to finish?

SUZANNE: It's not over ‘til it's over, Jenny.

JENNIFER: | meant finish cleaning out our lockers. We have to get out
of here when the bell rings.
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SUZANNE: | know what you meant, Jenny. And you know perfectly well
what | meant.

JENNIFER: | am going to finish this. (SHE returns to face the inside of
her locker, turning her back to the audience.)

SUZANNE: All I'm asking is that you stop hiding behind that perfectly
organized locker and finish it the right way.
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