ENTRANCE EXAM

By Mark Bellusci

Copyright © 2018 by Mark Bellusci, All rights reserved.
ISBN: 978-1-64479-002-1

CAUTION: Professionals and amateurs are hereby warned that this Work is subject to a royalty.
This Work is fully protected under the copyright laws of the United States of America and all
countries with which the United States has reciprocal copyright relations, whether through
bilateral or multilateral treaties or otherwise, and including, but not limited to, all countries
covered by the Pan-American Copyright Convention, the Universal Copyright Convention and
the Berne Convention.

RIGHTS RESERVED: All rights to this Work are strictly reserved, including professional and
amateur stage performance rights. Also reserved are: motion picture, recitation, lecturing, public
reading, radio broadcasting, television, video or sound recording, all forms of mechanical or
electronic reproduction, such as CD-ROM, CD-I, DVD, information and storage retrieval systems
and photocopying, and the rights of translation into non-English languages.

PERFORMANCE RIGHTS AND ROYALTY PAYMENTS: All amateur and stock
performance rights to this Work are controlled exclusively by Brooklyn Publishers LLC. No
amateur or stock production groups or individuals may perform this play without securing license
and royalty arrangements in advance from Brooklyn Publishers LLC. Questions concerning other
rights should be addressed to Brooklyn Publishers LLC. Royalty fees are subject to change
without notice. Professional and stock fees will be set upon application in accordance with your
producing circumstances. Any licensing requests and inquiries relating to amateur and stock
(professional) performance rights should be addressed to Brooklyn Publishers LLC.

Royalty of the required amount must be paid, whether the play is presented for charity or profit
and whether or not admission is charged.

AUTHOR CREDIT: All groups or individuals receiving permission to produce this Work must
give the author(s) credit in any and all advertisement and publicity relating to the production of
this Work. The author’s billing must appear directly below the title on a separate line where no
other written matter appears. The name of the author(s) must be at least 50% as large as the title
of the Work. No person or entity may receive larger or more prominent credit than that which is
given to the author(s).

PUBLISHER CREDIT: Whenever this Work is produced, all programs, advertisements, flyers
or other printed material must include the following notice: Produced by special arrangement
with Brooklyn Publishers LLC.

COPYING: Any unauthorized copying of this Work or excerpts from this Work is strictly
forbidden by law. No part of this Work may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or
transmitted in any form, by any means now known or yet to be invented, including photocopying
or scanning, without prior permission from Brooklyn Publishers LLC.

BROOKLYN PUBLISHERS LLC
P.O. BOX 248 « CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA 52406
TOLL FREE (888) 473-8521 » FAX (319) 368-8011



2 ENTRANCE EXAM

ENTRANCE EXAM
A Ten Minute Comedy Skit
By Mark Bellusci

SYNOPSIS: In this comedy about education and raising a family in
competitive, harried times, Dan and Lori will have to be on their best behavior.
Getting their son into this school will be difficult, with a gruel

interview
process that will examine everything -- everything -- about t i

CAST OF CHARACTERS
(1 female, 1 male, 1 either; gender flexi

.................................................. Os to early 40s. Forced

ess and exuberance.
MS. GRAHAM (m/f)..ccvevveerer S Academic supervisor, male or
male, 40s to 60s. Superior and
condescending. (43 lines)
TIME: Present day

OPSIS OF SCENES

SCENE 1: A bed

SCENE 2: Am @ academic office

PROPS

A and/or vanity.
[J A desk with three chairs.
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AUTHOR'S NOTES

Yes, this is a comedy with three distinct personalities, but it is important to not
lose the humanity of each character. They each have their flaws: the defensive
creative director father with a hot temper and a chip on his shoulder; the
imperious academician who maintains an air of superiority; the desperate
architect/mother who panders to get her son in the academic institution. Yet

education — in a different way. Ultimately, they will find
after more than a few bumps in the road. And they will
about each other along the way. So the audience mu
empathy with each character as the play progresses.

Oh, and of course, it is important to use a bi is about the type of
academic experience the family is applying for,@vhich will enhance the
surprise at the end.

Finally, have fun with this play., When it was performed as part of the
Gettysburg College Short Play Festi:
humor to the play through their g

e director and actors brought much

lons, pacing, facial expressions
and more. There is plenty e with the physical actions and
manifestations of these ch: er’ atever gets people laughing is worth

doing.
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SCENE 1
AT RISE: DAN struggles to put on a collared shirt and tie. He finally
buttons the top button, but it's painfully tight. He tries to knot his tie
without success. DAN then pulls on both sides of the tie in frustration,

nearly choking himself.

DAN: Relaxxxxxx. Breeeeeeeathe.

DAN breathes deeply, forces an uncomfortable smi tries the tie
again, struggles, and explodes once more. LORI
DAN: The, uh, tie was, uh, a litle— O

LORI: Breathing exercise?
DAN: Like spitting into the wind.

LORI knots DAN'S tie.
LORI: This is crucial— \
DAN: Just an interview.

LORI: Our son could get rejé @

DAN: A million other p
DAN: No, | don't. use we never went to an expensive, pompous,
holier-than-thou—

ove our money—

DAN: That's such a—and why’d we have to drop him off early?
LORI: They wanted to evaluate him independently.

DAN: A joke. Like this tie that's choking me.

LORI: Screw this up, and it won't be the only thing choking you.
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SCENE 2

AT RISE: MS. GRAHAM is seated, reviewing papers. Beat, then a
knock on the door.

MS. GRAHAM: You are deemed worthy to enter.

DAN and LORI enter. LORI effusively reaches to ke MS.
GRAHAM'S hand.

LORI: We're honored to—

o) watch or
LORI'S hand,

Before taking her hand, MS. GRAHAM sets
desk clock. She then limply and impeiiou
followed by DAN'S.

MS. GRAHAM: |t is requested that intefi s assume positions of

repose.
DAN looks questioningly at L \

LORI: (Sotto voce, to
DAN: Why didn’t she just s
LORI: (Nervous as
MS. GRAHAM: It is

nts us to sit.

e greatly appreciate your—
desire of this venerable institution to

expediently ascertain the motives of all prospective students and
kin.
DAN: What??

demic reputation is impeccable, so naturally you
hoice.
A logical, if somewhat prosaic, response. Next,

DAN: Pithy?

MS. GRAHAM: —explanation of the positive contributions this
institution will garner from said prospective student.

DAN: Um, our checks?
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LORI: (Glares at DAN as she answers MS. GRAHAM.) Johnny will
contribute to the prestige of this venerable institution through his
diligence, creativity, and perspicacity.

DAN looks at LORI, impressed with her answer.

MS. GRAHAM: Additional comments?

LORI and MS. GRAHAM look expectantly at DAN.

DAN: What she said.

MS. GRAHAM: (Reading from her notes.) In review
student's evaluations, the Wexler-Mendra

DAN: Who?

MS. GRAHAM: Are FTAA.

DAN: What?

LORI: (Sotto voce to DAN.) "Fair- -average." (To MS.

GRAHAM.) Yes, Johnny is gi in—
MS. GRAHAM: On PPSAT test he prospective student achieved

SITM status.
@ here in the middle."

DAN: SITM? That's great! ..
LORI: (Sotto voce, to

MS. GRAHAM: On the Co Hawkins Combined, he scored in the
WTS range.

DAN gives a concerned look to LORI.

LORI: (Sotto @ DAN.) The "Wow, that's something" range.

MS. GR \t this precise moment in time, it is essential to explore
the sag ontributions of said student's lineage.

DAN: Huh?

LORI: They need to know what we do for a living.

DAN: What for? We're not enrolling.

LORI: I'm an architect. | love my job and—

MS. GRAHAM: Logical, analytical, acceptable. Mr. Vidra?

DAN: I'm a Word prostitute.
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