
BROOKLYN PUBLISHERS LLC 
P.O. BOX 248 • CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA 52406 
TOLL FREE (888) 473-8521 • FAX (319) 368-8011

ENCOUNTER WITH A REAPER 
by Kamron Klitgaard 

Copyright © 2024 by Kamron Klitgaard, All rights reserved. 
ISBN: 978-1-64479-239-1 

CAUTION: Professionals and amateurs are hereby warned that this Work is subject to a royalty. 
This Work is fully protected under the copyright laws of the United States of America and all 
countries with which the United States has reciprocal copyright relations, whether through 
bilateral or multilateral treaties or otherwise, and including, but not limited to, all countries 
covered by the Pan-American Copyright Convention, the Universal Copyright Convention and 
the Berne Convention. 

RIGHTS RESERVED: All rights to this Work are strictly reserved, including professional and 
amateur stage performance rights. Also reserved are: motion picture, recitation, lecturing, public 
reading, radio broadcasting, television, video or sound recording, all forms of mechanical or 
electronic reproduction, such as CD-ROM, CD-I, DVD, information and storage retrieval systems 
and photocopying, and the rights of translation into non-English languages. 

PERFORMANCE RIGHTS AND ROYALTY PAYMENTS: All amateur and stock 
performance rights to this Work are controlled exclusively by Brooklyn Publishers LLC. No 
amateur or stock production groups or individuals may perform this play without securing license 
and royalty arrangements in advance from Brooklyn Publishers LLC. Questions concerning other 
rights should be addressed to Brooklyn Publishers LLC. Royalty fees are subject to change 
without notice. Professional and stock fees will be set upon application in accordance with your 
producing circumstances. Any licensing requests and inquiries relating to amateur and stock 
(professional) performance rights should be addressed to Brooklyn Publishers LLC. 

Royalty of the required amount must be paid, whether the play is presented for charity or profit 
and whether or not admission is charged. 

AUTHOR CREDIT: All groups or individuals receiving permission to produce this Work must 
give the author(s) credit in any and all advertisement and publicity relating to the production of 
this Work. The author’s billing must appear directly below the title on a separate line where no 
other written matter appears. The name of the author(s) must be at least 50% as large as the title 
of the Work. No person or entity may receive larger or more prominent credit than that which is 
given to the author(s). 

PUBLISHER CREDIT: Whenever this Work is produced, all programs, advertisements, flyers 
or other printed material must include the following notice:  Produced by special arrangement 
with Brooklyn Publishers LLC. 

COPYING: Any unauthorized copying of this Work or excerpts from this Work is strictly 
forbidden by law. No part of this Work may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 
transmitted in any form, by any means now known or yet to be invented, including photocopying 
or scanning, without prior permission from Brooklyn Publishers LLC. 



2 ENCOUNTER WITH A REAPER  
 

ENCOUNTER WITH A REAPER 
A Dramatic Duet 

by Kamron Klitgaard 
 
SYNOPSIS:  Temptation comes in many forms. But can we be tempted to do 
something that would cause us pain?  Of course!  When a stranger tries to 
tempt someone to eat the hottest pepper in the world, which would obviously 
cause a lot of pain, the tempted learns how desirable the opposite of pain can 
be.   
 
TIME: Present day. 
SET: Anywhere. 
 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 
(2 either) 

 
ONE (m/f) ..................................................... Susceptible. (57 lines) 
TWO (m/f) .................................................... Cunning, tricky. (58 lines) 
 
SET: Bare 
 
COSTUMES:  Normal attire 
 

PROPS 
o A pepper 
o Coin 
o Surgical gloves 
o Paper bag 

 
DIRECTOR’S NOTES:  Carolina reapers are not usually found in your local 
grocery store. But you could substitute it by using any red pepper, a plastic 
decorative pepper or even make one out of red play dough. The pepper doesn’t 
have to be real.  TWO (the tempter) should be slick and confident, sort of the 
cliched used car salesman. 
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SETTING:  Anywhere. 
AT START:  ONE pulls a coin out of pocket, places on thumb, flips it in 
the air, and catches it.  Repeats.  TWO enters with a paper bag and 
watches ONE flip the coin and catch it.   
 
TWO:  Hey, what are ya doin’? 
ONE:  Just practicing. 
TWO:  For what? 
ONE:  I don’t have very good hand-eye coordination. I just wanna get 

better. 
TWO:  Hmm. Hey, listen, have you ever had a Carolina reaper? 
ONE:  What’s that? 
TWO:  (Taken back.) What’s that? What’s that?! It’s only one of the 

hottest chili peppers in the world. It was created in 2001, by crossing 
a Pakistani naga with a red habanero from St Vincent’s Island in the 
West Indies. So, it’s very exotic. It was bred, I guess that’s what you 
call it, in South Carolina, and it tested over 2.2 million units on that 
Scoville Heat Index thingy.  It’s bright red and has a beautiful bumpy 
shine to it; not like a jalapeño.  And besides that, it’s delicious and 
extremely desirable.  

ONE:  My doctor says I shouldn’t eat spicy foods. 
TWO:  Doctor, shmoctor. What does he know? 
ONE:  Well, he is a doctor. 
TWO:  I’ll bet he hasn’t even tried one himself. How would he know if 

he hasn’t ever tried one? 
ONE:  I don’t think his diagnosis was specific to, uh… what’s it called? 
TWO:  Carolina reaper. I like to call ‘em “reapers” for short. Isn’t that a 

cool name?  “Reaper.” Hey, look at that “reaper.”  That “reaper” is 
really cool.  The “reaper’s” comin’ for ya. Hehe.  

ONE:  Yeah, I guess that’s a cool name.  
TWO:  So, you wanna try one? 
ONE:  No, thanks. 
TWO:  The thing is, it’s not like a scorpion pepper, which is just a heat 

bomb. The Carolina reaper has flavor. It’s surprisingly fruity and 
sweet.  

ONE:  That sounds pretty good. 
TWO:  Oh yeah.  Some people dry them and then crunch them up into 

a powder to add to anything that needs a little kick. 
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ONE:  I heard some guy burned a hole in his esophagus from eating 

super-hot peppers. 
TWO:  That’s just an old wives’ tale. The hole was actually formed by 

vomiting up a hamburger that had a hot puree. And that was a ghost 
pepper puree, so it doesn’t apply here. They’re so good that I heard 
Doritos was making a Carolina reaper chip. It comes out just in time 
for the Superbowl. 

ONE:  That would undoubtedly kill me.  I have ulcers. 
TWO:  It will not undoubtedly kill you. If anything, it will send more blood 

to your brain which would activate more brain cells.  You’d be 
smarter, with better hand-eye coordination.  

ONE:  Wouldn’t that be nice. 
TWO:  It also cures headaches. 
ONE:  Really? 
TWO:  That’s what I heard. 
ONE:  Hmm. Too bad. 
TWO:  What? 
ONE:  I don’t have a headache right now. 
TWO:  Oh, well, you could eat one as a precautionary measure.  You 

know, to prevent you from getting one later.  
ONE:  I hardly ever get headaches. 
TWO:  But still, is it worth the risk? 
ONE:  I have some Tylenol.  
TWO:  You know what else? There’s a guy in Iowa who was trying to 

get into college but his grades and SAT scores were terrible.  He 
ended up having to go to a junior college.  But then he ate a reaper 
and all of a sudden, he’s a genius.  

ONE:  A genius?  From eating a pepper? 
TWO:  I guess the oils in the reaper act as flavanoids and affect 

cognitive functions. That’s why they call it the wiz pepper.  
ONE:  The wiz? As in, “I got take a?” 
TWO:  No! As in wizard, or wizkid. You know, someone who’s really 

smart. 
ONE:  They call it that? 
TWO:  That’s what I heard. 
ONE:  You do make it sound intriguing.  
TWO:  You wanna see one?! 
ONE:  You have one with you? 
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TWO:  Of course, I have one with me! 
ONE:  I guess it can’t hurt my stomach to look at one. 
TWO:  That’s right! 
 
TWO opens the paper bag and pulls out a pair of surgical gloves and 
begins putting them on. 
 
ONE:  Uh, what are you doing? 
TWO:  I’m showing you the reaper. 
ONE:  It looks like you’re putting gloves on. 
TWO:  Right, so I can show you the reaper. 
ONE:  You have to put gloves on to show me the reaper? 
TWO:  Uh, I don’t want to contaminate it. You don’t want to eat it if it 

has germs on it, right? 
ONE:  I’m not gonna eat it! I’m just gonna look at it. 
TWO:  Of course! 
ONE:  You know, maybe this isn’t such a— 
TWO:  (Holds up hands with gloves on.) There! (Reaches into the bag.) 

Here we go. (Pulls out a red pepper.) Take a look at this! 
ONE:  (Mesmerized.) Wow. It’s so red.  It’s so small. 
TWO:  Isn’t it beautiful? 
ONE:  It is beautiful. 
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