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THE AWESOME INEVITABILITY OF
WEIRDNESS

A Comedic/ Dramatic Duet
by Scott Mullen

SYNOPSIS: Molly and Skyler strike up a conversation in the park after she
wonders why she saw him turning his T-shirt inside out.

TIME: Present.
SETTING: A bus stop.

CAST OF CHARACTERS
(1 female, 1 male)

SKYLER (M) w.eevvveeiieeiieeiieeieeeiee e ous, shy, self-
S. (63 lines)
MOLLY () cvveeveeiieeeeeieeee e "~ Quirky, open. (66 lines)

SET: Just a bus stop bench ise bare stage.

PROPS: None.

COSTUMES: Skyler§wears a potentially interesting T-shirt. Molly is
dressed no a warm day.

DIR TES: It is the director's choice as to how much of
shirt r we see; if the actor is nervous about this, work around it. The
play co art as Skyler has finished yanking his inside-shirt upside down,
or we could see it all play out. Likewise, it doesn't matter if we ever see what
it says on the shirt — though if you find a good weird T-shirt, feel free to lean
into it.
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AT START: SKYLER is seated on a bus stop bench. He looks down
at his T-shirt, reacts to what he is wearing, looks around, and then
yanks off his shirt, flips it inside out, and puts it back on. He sits on
the bench, then leans forward and looks to his left, looking for the bus.
Entering from the right is MOLLY. She gives SKYLER an odd look,
then sits down at the other end of the bench. They awkwardly don't
look at each other. Then MOLLY gives SKYLER a long look.

MOLLY: Didl justsee you taking off your shirt and putting it on inside
out?

SKYLER: ...No.

MOLLY: | think I did.

SKYLER: Maybe I did.

MOLLY: Because?

SKYLER: No reason.

MOLLY: There must be a reason. one kes off their shirt
and turns it inside out.

SKYLER doesn't respond.

MOLLY: Ifyoucan'ttellfa
SKYLER: You think

SKYLER: Skyler Williams.

MOLLY: Huh. Well, itis a pretty big school.

SKYLER: We had English together last year.

MOLLY: Oh.

SKYLER: | mean, | was in the back, in the corner—and you were in
the front row, so | wasn't really in your sightline, but, yeah.

MOLLY: Did you talk a lot in class?

SKYLER: No.

MOLLY: | did though, right?
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SKYLER: You are... talkative.

MOLLY: | know people hate that. | can't help it sometimes. The
answer is in my head, the teacher wants someone to respond, my
hand shoots up. That used to bother me—I'd say to myself "Molly,
what are you doing?" But there my hand would be. Waving. |
know people found that annoying. You probably found that
annoying.

SKYLER: No.

MOLLY: Well, thanks for that. Really.

MOLLY and SKYLER sit there in silence. SKYLER lo he bus.

MOLLY: Probably a few minutes yet. For the bus.

SKYLER: | know.
MOLLY: So you're really not going to tell w ou turned your

shirt inside out?
SKYLER: |don't think so.

MOLLY: Because it feels like weffe not gers any more.

SKYLER: Before, you thou hould tell you because we were
strangers.

MOLLY: Yes.

SKYLER: So really,
MOLLY: I'm ext

nt me to tell you.
rious. In fact, | intend to spend every
us comes trying to get you to tell me the story.
SKYLER: el My mother asked me if | could take the bus into
town to @ something at the store for her. So | left the house
the way down here, then realized that | forgot to
y embarrassing shirt. And | didn't have time to walk
d get back here in time to catch the bus, and the next bus
isn't due for an hour. So | turned my shirt inside out. See? Not
really a story.
MOLLY: Back up. How is your shirt embarrassing?
SKYLER: |don't want to talk about it.
MOLLY: Isita stain?
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SKYLER: No! What's embarrassing is what's printed on the shirt.
It was a gift from my aunt. It's silly, and weird, and | only wear it
around the house, but this time | forgot and wore it out in public.
So | turned it inside out.

MOLLY: Because you didn't want anyone to see it.

SKYLER: Yes.
MOLLY: Because you think it's weird.
SKYLER: |Ido.

MOLLY: Butit's your shirt. A shirt you like wearing.

SKYLER: Yes.

MOLLY: So let people see it!

SKYLER: | don't want people to think I'm weird. her they not
notice me.

MOLLY: Like I never noticed you.

SKYLER: See, it was working!

MOLLY laughs.
SKYLER: You're laughing. is exactly what | was afraid of.

MOLLY: I'm notlaughinge because you're weird. I'm laughing
because you want to t. You should never hide who you

MOLLY: I'm weird. WEveryone is weird in one way or another. Just

MOLLY gets up and starts dancing. She's really pretty awful. She
keeps doing it anyway—she's having fun.

MOLLY: I'm probably terrible at dancing, but who's to say what
"terrible" really is? This is me. This is what makes me happy.
Am | terrible?

SKYLER: I'm notadancer. |can't really judge.

MOLLY: Tell me.
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SKYLER: Yes. You are really pretty terrible.
MOLLY laughs.

MOLLY: You should try it. Come on.
SKYLER: No thanks.

MOLLY: |It's fun.

SKYLER: Not my kind of fun.

MOLLY: | respect that. (Stops dancing.)

SKYLER: | mean, if you want to be weird, why not just\Wwear two
different shoes?
MOLLY: Because I'm not a two-different-shoes gi a girl who

likes dancing at a bus stop. Does that make m d?

SKYLER: A little.
MOLLY: I'm not afraid of that.
SKYLER: Well, I'm not weird.

MOLLY: But you wear that shirt. You like that shirt. Even though
you think that shirt is weird. e, Yo 't escape the evitability
of weirdness!

SKYLER: Stop.

MOLLY: Wouldn't it be @ f everyone was always exactly the
same? Why do w ofjudge each other for weird things we
do? Evenift barrassing?

SKYLER: No one ts to be embarrassed.

pt? Everyone does embarrassing things. You want
y embarrassing stories?
no, you'll tell me anyway, right?

So one day | went into a shoe store to buy some

so | put them on, and I'm dancing around the store—because | have
to make sure they're comfortable, right? And then this girl taps me
on the shoulder to ask if she could have her shoes back. Because
she took them off to try on shoes! | mean, it was totally
embarrassing—but it was funny, too! Because it was so me!
Your turn.

SKYLER looks for the bus.
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