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19 REASONS WHY I, ALLISON MAXWELL, WILL

NEVER GO OUT WITH MATTHEW WINTER
A Comedic Trio
by Scott Mullen

across, Allison presents nineteen reasons why she will

Matthew for her sociology class essay. However, Matt s the chance to
rebut each point, leading to an unexpected result.

CAST OF CHARACT
(2 females, 1 male)

ALLISON () cveeieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e e A teengirl who has made up her
in 3 lines)
MATTHEW (M) ..ccvveieieeeeee A teen boy trying to change her

mind. (64 lines)
.. Any age; the patient teacher.
(7 lines)

MS. HAGEMAN (f)

TIME: Present.
SETTING: A classroom.

SET: The classro to be suggested with a few touches,
including maybe a chaig for Matthew to sit in.
PROPS

0 i say pages
DIRECTOR’S NOTES

There is a lot of leeway in terms of the appearance of the classroom and the
movement of the characters. Have fun with it, while keeping it all plausible.
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AT START: MS. HAGEMAN stands center stage.

MS. HAGEMAN: Okay, thank you Emily for that interesting report
about mall culture. Next report is from... Allison Maxwell.

ALLISON steps onto the stage, a few pages in her hand.

ALLISON: My report is titled "19 Reasons Why |,_Allison xwell,
Will Never Go Out With Matthew Winter."

MATTHEW: (Offstage.) Seriously?

MS. HAGEMAN: [I'm not sure this is appropriatenl

ALLISON: | assure you, that this report, @ 3
dating today, is very much on topic for th

MS. HAGEMAN: I'm going to allo but only because I've
witnessed Mr. Winter's... behavior. going to give you very
much leeway, and I'm going to let N ter come up here and
rebut any of your points that b€ sees fit.

MATTHEW: (Offstage.) Do | to?

MS. HAGEMAN: Though I'm not g
either, Mr. Winter.

to let you have much leeway

MATTHEW walks out! appy.

MATTHEW: Can
says, and we move

ust stipulate that | agree with everything she
the next essay?

ALLISON ap HAGEMAN: No.
MATTHE @
If theg air, MATTHEW might sit here, head down. MS.

ves ALLISON center stage.

ALLISON: " 19 Reasons Why I, Allison Maxwell, Will Never Go Out
With Matthew Winter. Number 1. We have no chemistry.

MATTHEW: Objection.

MS. HAGEMAN: This isn't a courtroom.

MATTHEW: How does she know if we have chemistry if we've never
gone out?
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ALLISON: You can tell immediately if you have chemistry with
someone.
MATTHEW: No... | disagree. Chemistry is deeper.
ALLISON: We have no chemistry! Number 2. He's shorter than me.
MATTHEW: That's just superficial.
ALLISON: Sometimes | like to wear heels!
MATTHEW: You can wear whatever you want.
ALLISON: Number 3. He's really needy.
MATTHEW: Ah. No. That's not true.
ALLISON: You asked me out every day foray

MATTHEW: |did, yes.

ALLISON: That's needy.
nd | won't ask you—

MATTHEW: Isit? Oris it just making my &
that you can take advantage of it?
ALLISON: | don't want to take adva
MATTHEW: One of these days I'l
and then you'll know I've moved on.
ALLISON: Move on!
MATTHEW: One of these d
ALLISON: Number 4. He's
MATTHEW: |am not!
ALLISON: You dress like
MATTHEW: | wear shirt! They are comfortable! What
are you wearin on-conformist?
ALLISON: Numb He's afraid to have an opinion.

clear to you, so

conformist.

MATTHEW: If | was

can take the bus. | have extra tokens—do you want some?
ALLISON: Number 7. Matthew once pushed me down into the mud.
MATTHEW: | don't remember that.
ALLISON: It happened. And you didn't say you were sorry.
MATTHEW: How old were we?
ALLISON: We were 4.
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MATTHEW: 4! You blame me for something that happened when |
was 47?

ALLISON: It happened.

MATTHEW: Well, if it did, I'm sorry.

ALLISON: Too late. Number 8. We have nothing in common.

MATTHEW: Again, unless you date me, you won't kno
ALLISON: | know.
MATTHEW: No, you don't. | have hidden depth at n to be

revealed in a one-on-one situation.
ALLISON: You don't have any hidden depths!
MATTHEW: | guess you'll never know.

ALLISON: Number 9. He went out with Ka

MATTHEW: Okay, that was a mistake.

ALLISON: Dating her doesn't say m ory aste levels.

MS. HAGEMAN: Careful Miss Maxwell.

ALLISON: It's okay. She moved away:

MATTHEW: | dated her when were 13!

ALLISON: Nevertheless.

MATTHEW: What does it say abo y taste levels that | like you?
] hy.

ew how much | hate being up

ALLISON: " No! Because it would be serious to you!

MATTHEW: | just want to get to know you. What are you afraid of?

ALLISON: Number 13. We're never going to get married, so what's
the point of dating?
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MATTHEW: | think you're taking the whole dating thing too seriously.
We're just practicing, so when we do meet our soulmates, we have
some idea of how to interact with people in a dating situation.

ALLISON: Butyou want to practice with me. Specifically.

MATTHEW: Well... yeah.

ALLISON: Why.

MATTHEW: Because... | like you.

ALLISON: Number 14. Sometimes he breathes thrg mouth.

MATTHEW: | had a cold!

ALLISON: Number 15—

MATTHEW: It feels like you're starting to stretc asons.

ALLISON: Number 15. You've gotten dete

MATTHEW: | thought girls liked bad boys.

ALLISON: |don't.

MATTHEW: Fine. You want to hear th€ story? | pushed Derek Nelson
into the trophy case. Shattered the'glass.

ALLISON: That's not a good thing!

MATTHEW: He was picking oafStewie Wilson.

ALLISON: Oh.

MATTHEW: So detention was wo

ALLISON: Number 16.
and tense.

MATTHEW: That's

MATTHEW: Yeah. Thatis a problem.
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